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America 250 Legacy
Uncover Treasures in Ohio’s First Adventure
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Scott Britton - The Castle Museum

While there are many 
reasons to visit Marietta and 
Washington County that have nothing 
to do with history, this milestone year offers a 
rare opportunity to place it front and center. As the nation 
marks America’s 250th anniversary, we chose to honor the stories 
that helped shape both our community and the country itself. To lead that effort, we turned to Scott 
Britton - local historian and Executive Director of The Castle Museum- who devoted countless hours to 
researching and writing the stories found throughout this special edition of our Visitor Guide. We chal-
lenged Scott to explore how this area, as the First Settlement in the Northwest Territory, contributed to 
America’s success. We hope you enjoy this special edition and that it inspires you to explore Ohio’s First 
Adventure in person.

Scan the QR code for  Scan the QR code for  
an extended version  an extended version  
of the articles written  of the articles written  
by Scott Brittonby Scott Britton
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Across the nation this year, there 
will be celebrations and commem-
orations of every kind to mark 250 
years of American independence. 
Here in Washington County, Ohio, 
we will be conducting a wide array 
of events not just to honor those 
who fought and died for our free-
doms in the Revolutionary War, 
but to celebrate the rich legacy 
of those who shaped our area’s 
history.

It is that word “legacy” that 
continues to draw visitors to our 
region and is such a source of pride 
for our residents. The beauty of our 
rivers and rural scenery, our im-
pactful local history, our founders 
and their accomplishments – all 
of these contribute to an American 
story that we love to share with 
others. This year is not just a time 
to explore the legacy of the Dec-
laration of Independence and our 
Founding Fathers, but the legacy of 
the people who came both before 
and after the Revolution. Mari-
etta and Washington County not 
only have deep connections to our 
country’s birth, but also amazing 
connections to historical events 
and individuals that shaped the 
generations that followed. We hope 
you will join us in rediscovering 
those stories in this special year to 
celebrate America’s 250th birth-
day.

Our history does not just begin 
here with the landing of 48 pi-
oneers on the banks of the Ohio 
River on April 7, 1788. Archaeo-
logical excavations have uncovered 
prehistoric pottery, stone tools, 
flint projectile points, and other 
artifacts from Native American 
cultures that inhabited and hunted 
in our region for thousands  
of years before the arrival of  
Euro-American settlers. Evidence 
of these first inhabitants can still 
be seen in the mounds and earth-
works constructed by the  
Adena and Hopewell cultures in 
our region. Fortunately, Marietta’s 
early pioneers, several of whom 
were former Revolutionary War 
veterans, had the foresight to set 

aside and preserve some of these 
ancient earthworks. This act rep-
resented one of the first instances 
of a government entity doing so in 
America.

Many of the people who came 
to our county were drawn here 
by the Ohio River and its tribu-
taries. Formed by the Allegheny 
and Monongahela Rivers at Pitts-
burgh, the Ohio River’s name 
originates from the Iroquois word, 
“O-Y-O,” meaning “the great 
river”. The future site of Marietta 
would be located at the mouth of 
one of those major tributaries, the 
Muskingum River. One of the first 
colonial Americans to explore the 
Ohio Country, a Baltimore native 
named Christopher Gist, explained 
the origin of the word, Musking-
um, in his 1750 journal. He stated 
“the Delawares say the elks were 
so plenty [sic] on the river and 
so tame the Indians could come 
so near as to see into their eyes, 
so they called the river “Mooski-
ngung” or “Elk’s Eye”. Those 
two rivers continue to play a vital 
role in our economy, while vis-
itors continue to enjoy all of the 
recreational activities that these 
waterways have to offer.

In 1749, 235 French explorers 
and their Native American guides 
under Celoron de Blainville traveled 
down the beautiful Ohio, stopping 
at the mouth of the Muskingum 

River. After conducting a mass, a 
lead tablet was placed at the site, 
claiming the Ohio River and of 
all the lands on both sides of the 
Muskingum River, up to its source, 
for France. Early pioneer children 
would discover that tablet in 1798 
and immediately begin cutting off 
chunks of it. When some adults 
spotted the youth melting down 
lead pieces to make bullets, they 
quickly realized the importance of 
the foreign script. The tablet would 
be translated and sent to Massa-
chusetts for scholars to examine 
and uncover the rest of the sto-
ry. Despite repeated attempts to 
bring it back to Marietta, it still 
remains there today. A marker on 
Gilman Street in Harmar displays 
the wording on the origin buried 
plaque. The marker was donat-
ed by the French government in 
1938 to commemorate the original 
plaque and to honor the World War 
I volunteers of the Marietta College 
Ambulance Corps that landed in 
France three weeks before the first 
American troops arrived. Financed 
by Marietta native, Beman Dawes, 
Sr. (founder of the Pure Oil Com-
pany), and others, these students 
drove ambulances to evacuate 
wounded French and British sol-
diers from the trenches and carried 
ammunition and supplies back to 
the front.

The first Colonial Americans 

Mound Cemetery - Ancient Earthworks
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to set foot on Marietta’s shores 
were part of America’s very small 
standing army. On October 25, 
1785, General Josiah Harmar sent 
part of his command (the First 
American Regiment) from Fort 
McIntosh (present-day Bea-
ver, PA) to the location where 
the French had previously left 
their lead land claim tablet at the 
outlet of the Muskingum. Com-
manded by Major John Doughty, 
150 soldiers began construction 
in November and quickly com-
pleted some temporary barracks. 
They would finally finish a pen-
tagon-shaped fort about four 
months later on February 8, 1786, 
about a month before the Ohio 
Company of Associates would 
officially meet for the first time to 
form their land company. Ironi-
cally, the fort was built to protect 
the indigenous population from 
squatters (illegal settlers) before 
land treaties could be made with 
the tribes who inhabited the Ohio 
Country. Fort Harmar would be 
the site of a treaty concluded in 
January 1789 between Northwest 
Territory Governor General Arthur 
St. Clair and several Native Amer-
ican tribes.

Fort Harmar, with its strategic 
location, was the main reason for 
the selection of the first perma-
nent settlement in the Northwest 
Territory at Marietta. To under-
stand the origins of that process 
and those who would settle here, 
we must explore the stories of the 

Revolutionary War. A large num-
ber of early settlers either served 
in the Revolution or were the chil-
dren and grandchildren of those 
patriots. As a result, there are few, 
if any, battles or events of that 
conflict that don’t have a local tie. 
From the Boston Tea Party to the 
Battle of Yorktown, Washington 
Countians are connected to most 
of the war’s greatest events.

One of the earliest seeds of 
revolution were planted during 
a little-known event called the 
“Gaspee Affair”. Fed up with con-
stant harassment and extortion 
by the crew of the British revenue 
cutter HMS Gaspee, the seafaring 
population of Providence, Rhode 
Island took action against King 
George’s Royal Navy. On June 9, 
1772, the Gaspee chased a small 
boat , the Hannah, into the shal-
low waters of Narragansett Bay, 
running aground before it could 
board her for inspection. Seeing 
their town’s nemesis now strand-
ed before them, approximately 80 
men, including 6 future mem-
bers of the Ohio Company, rowed 
out under cover of darkness to 
board the ship by force, wounding 
commanding officer Lieutenant 
William Duddingston in the 
process. The first armed insurrec-
tions against the Crown would be 
led by the early Marietta settler, 
Commodore Abraham Whipple. 
Whipple would go on to have a 
remarkable war record, being the 
first to fire on a British ship at sea 

as well as serving as the com-
mander of the first ship (Katy) 
purchased by the colonial gov-
ernment to begin the US Navy. He 
would also help lead the first joint 
Navy-Marine expedition on for-
eign soil when the supply depot in 
Nassau (Bahamas) was captured, 
bringing vital cannons, munitions 
and powder back to New England 
to join the fight. Namesake of our 
local town, Whipple went to sea 
one final time in 1801 aboard a 
Marietta built three masted sailing 
brig, the St. Clair. His trip down 
the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers 
to New Orleans, then to Cuba, 
and Philadelphia of over 2,000 
miles, opened new trade routes for 
Washington County farmers and 
merchants.

Many will recall reading the 
Longfellow poem, Paul Revere’s 
Ride. However, the man who first 
received the vital message to be 
delivered to patriot leaders John 
Hancock and Samuel Adams in 
Lexington, was not Revere, but a 
rider named William Dawes, Jr. 
Riding south down the Boston 
Neck, Dawes made his way past 
the British checkpoint, riding via 
Cambridge to get the word out 
that the British army was on the 
move. Worried that Dawes might 
be stopped or captured, Revere 
was sent in the opposite direction, 
north across Charleston Harbor, 
meeting Dawes in Lexington. 
The two men were joined by a 
third rider, Dr. Samuel Prescott, 

Revolutionary War Reenactors
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who would be successful in rais-
ing the alarm to the militias in 
and around Concord. Dawes’ 
great-grandson, Civil War General 
Rufus Dawes (private home on 4th 
Street in Marietta) carried forth 
his legacy. Rufus would famously 
lead the 6th Wisconsin Infantry 
of the Iron Brigade in some of 
the Civil War’s greatest battles – 
Gettysburg, Antietam, and many 
others. Rufus’ oldest son Charles, 
born in the parlor of The Betsey 
Mills Club (300 4thStreet), would 
become Vice President under Cal-
vin Coolidge, win the Nobel Peace 
Prize, and compose the music for 
the song, “It’s All in The Game”, 
covered by Nat King Cole, the Four 
Tops, and over 300 others.

Many of our area’s settlers were 
among the first to take up arms 
in the struggle for independence. 
The first shots of the Revolution 
occurred on Lexington Green, just 
across the street from the boyhood 
home of Captain Josiah Munro. In 
that engagement, 25 of the mili-
tiamen who faced off against the 
British that morning, including 
their leader Captain John Park-
er (Josiah’s uncle) were relatives 
of our Marietta founder. Josiah 
served on General Lafayette’s 
staff during the war and later as 
postmaster in Marietta. Mun-
ro’s grave, along with those of 36 
others who fought in the Revolu-
tion, can be found in our historic 
Mound Cemetery and is a popular 
destination for visitors.

One of the most inspiring 
founders, particularly for visitors 
with younger children, is Ma-
jor Anselm Tupper. The son of 
General Benjamin Tupper of Ches-
terfield, Massachusetts, Anselm, 
aged 11 years and 6 months, joined 
his father’s company following 
the Lexington Alarm. After initial-
ly serving on his father’s staff, he 
would participate in Washington’s 
famous crossing of the Delaware 
River and subsequent attacks 
on the Hessians at Trenton and 
Princeton as well at age 13. At age 
14, he fought in the sweltering 
heat at Monmouth. His actions 

and capabilities were so impres-
sive that he received an officer’s 
commission at age 16. When the 
militia was formed in Marietta 
to protect the community from 
potential Native American attack, 
who did some of the great leaders 
of the late war trust with their 
own lives and those of their fami-
lies? A 24-year-old surveyor with 
eight years of military experi-
ence, Anselm Tupper. Tupper also 
started and taught the first school 
in the Northwest Territory, held in 
the northwest blockhouse of the 
Campus Martius stockade.

Many other early settlers con-
tributed pivotal roles in the 
American freedom story. The 
highest-ranking army officer to 
settle here was Major General 
Samuel Holden Parsons. Par-
sons would be President of the 
court-martial and subsequent 
execution of Private Thomas 
Hickey, one of General Washing-
ton’s most trusted Life Guards, for 
“mutiny, sedition, and treachery.” 
Historians still debate whether 
the plot also involved the kid-
napping or even the murder of 
his commander. Later, Parsons 
selected his brother-in-law, Ser-

geant Ezra Lee, to pilot the Turtle 
in the first submarine attack in 
history against the HMS Eagle 
in New York Harbor. Later in the 
war, Parsons was a member of 
the court-martial and execution 
of British spymaster, Major John 
André, as part of the Benedict 
Arnold treason plot. One of the 
founders of the Rainbow commu-
nity (named for the bend in the 
Muskingum River near Lowell), 
Private Simeon Wright, would 
make a report from his spy boat 
detailing General Arnold being 
evacuated by the British aboard 
the HMS Vulture, helping to un-
cover details in that famous event 
at West Point, New York.

Although rarely discussed in our 
Revolutionary War stories, there 
were three serious mutinies in 
Washington’s army that threat-
ened the war’s ultimate outcome. 
Colonel Return Jonathan Meigs, 
Sr., would put down the mutiny 
of Connecticut troops in 1780, and 
would lead the oxen team over-
land from Pittsburgh to start the 
settlement of Marietta. Our coun-
ty’s first sheriff, Colonel Ebenezer 
Sproat, marched troops through a 
raging blizzard to forcibly end the 

Tupper Grave in Mound Cemetery
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Pompton Mutiny of New Jersey 
troops in January 1781, resulting in 
the execution of two of its ring-
leaders. The third, the Newburgh 
Conspiracy, involved officers 
posted in New York about 17 
months after the British surren-
der at Yorktown. They threatened 
to disband before the final treaty 
with Britain was signed because of 
years of little or no pay, putting all 
that they had fought for in jeopar-
dy. When Washington personally 
addressed the potential mutineers 
to end all thoughts of going home 
before ultimate victory, the un-
derlying issues still needed to be 
resolved. The solution was provid-
ed in the form of land in exchange 
for their service. This would lead 
to the Ohio Company of Associ-
ates, with hundreds of officers 
and soldiers moving here or 
selling their land to support their 
families. Rufus, cousin of Gen-
eral Israel Putnam of Bunker Hill 
fame, would lead the 48 pioneers 
(including Sproat and Meigs) who 
landed near the mouth of the 
Muskingum on April 7, 1788, to 
begin the first settlement that was 
not part of the original 13 colonies.

Those who followed the pioneers 
and patriot leaders to Ohio built 
on that extraordinary legacy. Six 
Ohio governors would call this 

place home, including Colonel 
Meigs’ son, whose house on Front 
Street (private residence) has been 
preserved. John Brough would 
personally witness Lincoln’s  
Gettysburg Address as gover-
nor-elect. C. William O’Neill 
would also become governor, 
Speaker of the Ohio House, and 
Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court, leading all three branches 
of state government. Long-time 
civil leader, Marietta mayor, and 
former Ohio governor, Nancy 
(Putnam) Hollister, is a descen-
dant of General Israel Putnam. She 
still holds the distinction of being 
Ohio’s only female governor.

Visitors to Marietta’s city hall 
can read the story of Charlotte 
Scott, a formerly enslaved house-
keeper who lived nearby and, 
upon hearing of Lincoln’s death, 
gave $5 to a local minister with 
instructions that it be used to 
memorialize the late President. 
It would lead to the creation of 
the Emancipation Memorial in 
Washington, DC. On the front 
lines of the Underground Railroad 
movement, visitors can explore 
many sites throughout the county 
that reveal the routes and sta-
tions of that network, as well as 
the stories of hundreds of soldiers 
who sacrificed their lives and their 

futures for the freedom of others. 
A large Civil War monument, with 
captured cannons from the Tre-
degar Iron Works in Richmond, 
commemorates those fallen heroes 
in Muskingum Park. Across the 
street, be sure to check out the 
lighted towers of the First Congre-
gational Church (aka “The Church 
of the Pioneers”), which is also 
celebrating its 230th anniversary 
this year. These towers are lit for 
the World War II pilot who near-
ly broke the sound barrier in his 
P-47 fighter, Captain Roger Dyar, 
who lost his life in the conflict and 
is buried at Normandy.

After completing what would 
be his final book, The Pioneers: 
The Heroic Story of the Settlers Who 
Brought the American Ideal West, 
Pulitzer Prize-winning author 
and historian David McCullough 
returned to Marietta in 2019. In a 
public address, he recounted some 
of the stories he discovered about 
our town and county’s founders 
and their important connections to 
our nation’s history. He reminded 
us how we all best relate to histo-
ry – through stories that connect 
our own personal experiences to 
those of the past. In other speech-
es McCullough gave throughout 
his life, he said about history, “It’s 
not about dates…and quotations. 
All of that you (can) look up in 

First Congregational Church

Meigs House
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a book. History is about people. 
History is human. You have to get 
to know the people…Put yourself 
in their shoes and remember that 
none of them knew how it was 
going to come out any more than 
we know how it’s going to come 
out in our time”. He also added, 
“The more you know them, the 
better you know them, the more 

you realize how extraordinary 
what they did is because they 
were so human. They had flaws 
and failings and had moments 
with gloom and despair just like 
all of us, and yet they kept going”. 
It is those triumphs, tragedies, 
and shortcomings in living up 
to the ideals that they aspired to 
create in the Declaration of In-
dependence and the Northwest 
Ordinance of 1787 that draw us 
into their stories. Like them, we 
celebrate our successes and strive 
to be better when we fail to treat 
others as we should.

As you visit our area, we hope 
you will remember Mr. Mc-
Cullough’s thoughtful sentiments 
and experience for yourselves the 
same sense of history he de-
scribed. Get to know our residents 
who still carry on the incredible 
legacy of Washington Countians 
from past generations. Discover 
our local stories and how they can 
relate to your own life story. And 

most of all, let us know how we 
can help you create lasting mem-
ories and new adventures for you 
and your family.

The stories related through-
out the visitor guide, including 
those before each section of this 
publication, are just a few of 
many waiting to be discovered 
during your trip. We encour-
age you to check out our trolley 
tours, historical museums and 
attractions, and everything else 
we have to offer. Learn first-
hand why Marietta was named 
Newsweek’s #1 Best Historical 
Small Town in America in 2025 
and why we believe that visits 
to the other towns and beauti-
ful countrysides throughout our 
county should be on everyone’s 
bucket list for 2026. Wheth-
er it’s your first time here, 
your first time back, or you 
have been here your whole life, 
welcome home to Marietta and 
Washington County, Ohio!David McCullough

Step aboard the Historic Marietta Trolley and experience Marietta, the first permanent settlement of the 
Northwest Territory. This narrated tour explores charming neighborhoods, historic landmarks, and the stories 
that shaped westward expansion and a growing nation. Where America moved west.

Trolley Tours
Celebrate America 250

Where the Northwest Territory Began

For tickets: mariettaohio.org/trolleytours  Or call: 740-373-5178



Trolley Tours

Points of Interest 
Discover Marietta’s Charm:  

Ride the Trolley Through Ohio’s First Adventure
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Captain Jason Sands, Valley Gem
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Washington County 
has long attracted visi-
tors drawn to the beauty of its towns, 
countryside, and rich history. Over the years, 
the area has welcomed a remarkable range of notable 
figures, including French King Louis Philippe I, the Marquis de 
Lafayette, thirteen U.S. Presidents, poet Ralph Waldo Emerson, temperance activist Carrie Nation, and 
civil rights leaders Frederick Douglass and Martin Luther King Jr.
Many distinguished visitors and residents have left a lasting legacy still visible today. George Washing-
ton Goethals, superintendent of the Panama Canal, built his first lock project in Marietta, marked by 
the lockmaster’s house behind the Armory. The Marietta Post Office was designed by noted Black ar-
chitect William Wilson Cooke, while Marietta native William Welles Bosworth later restored the Palaces 
of Versailles and Fontainebleau in France. Local theaters once hosted stars like Frank Sinatra, Jimmy 
Stewart, and Lucille Ball, and Muskingum Park features the Start Westward monument carved by Mount 
Rushmore sculptor Gutzon Borglum. Together with area museums and historic sites, these stories offer 
visitors countless connections to America’s past.



ANDERSON HANCOCK PLANETARIUM
(740) 376-4827 | marietta.edu/planetarium
215 5th St, Marietta, Ohio 45750
Featured prominently on Marietta College’s 
historic campus, the 4,400-square-foot plan-
etarium adjoins the Rickey Science Center 
and is located at the corner of Fourth and 
Butler streets. The facility is handicapped 
accessible and includes theater-style seating 
for 102 people.
.
BLUES, JAZZ & FOLK MUSIC SOCIETY 
740-376-0222
P.O Box 2122, Marietta Ohio 45750
BJFM is a nonprofit music society which 
features the Blues & Jazz Festival at the 
Lafayette Hotel each March.

CHILDREN’S TOY AND DOLL MUSEUM
740-373-5900 | toyanddoll.org
206 Gilman Avenue, Marietta, Ohio 45750
Step back into the past and take a look at 
what entertained and educated children in the 
late 19th and 20th centuries. May-October 
on Sat & Sun 1-4 p.m. or by appointment.

CAMPUS MARTIUS MUSEUM
740-373-3750 | mariettamuseums.org  
601 Second Street Marietta, Ohio 45750
The original site of the Campus Martius 
Stockade, built in 1788. Three floors of 
exhibits, including the Rufus Putnam House 
and Ohio Company Land Office. 

COVERED BRIDGE SCENIC BYWAY
740-373-5178 | mariettaohio.org/plan
The National Forest Covered Bridge Scenic 
Byway follows State Route 26 from Marietta 
to Woodsfield, Ohio. For most of its length, it 
parallels the Little Muskingum River. The scenic 
byway traverses some of Ohio’s most beautiful 
countryside. There are also 6 more covered 
bridges in western Washington County. 

FENTON ART GLASS COLLECTORS  
OF AMERICA, INC.
304-375-6196 | fagcainc.org
702 West Fifth St., Williamstown, WV 26187
FAGCA is a nonprofit club made up of Fenton 
Art Glass collectors from around the globe. 
Since our 1976 founding, we have passion-
ately promoted the collection, education and 
history of Fenton Art Glass.
 
HARDLY ABLE CARRIAGE COMPANY
304-869-3051 | Find us on Facebook!
PO Box 81, Ellenboro, West Virginia 26346
Horse-drawn carriage rides in Historic 
Downtown Marietta. May-October. Conestoga 
Wagons are available for special events. 
Available for weddings, proposals, and 
anniversaries.  

HENDERSON HALL PLANTATION
304-375-2129 | hendersonhallwv.org
517 Old River Rd, Williamstown WV 26187
Overlooking the Ohio River, sits Henderson 
Hall, where five generations of Hender-
sons left intact this one-of-a-kind historical 
treasure. Listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places as an historic district unto 
itself, Henderson Hall offers an untouched 
view of the early American Victorian Era. 
Wednesday-Sunday 12-5 PM

HIDDEN MARIETTA/ANCHORAGE
740-629-0033 | hiddenmarietta.com
424 George Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
Hidden Marietta Tour Co., located in the 
historic 1859 Anchorage Mansion at 424 
George St., offers paranormal and history 
tours, paranormal investigations, room rentals 
for events, and special events. Currently being 
restored in partnership with Washington 
County Historical Society. Stop by for a visit 
or hold your next event at the Anchorage to 
help us save local history. For details, contact 
info@hiddenmarietta.com

HISTORIC HARMAR BRIDGE
saveharmarbridge.com 
Fort Street Marietta, Ohio
Initially built as a covered bridge in 1856, the 
Harmar Bridge was converted to a railroad 
bridge in the 1860s, making it one of the first 
iron bridges during the Civil War, the oldest 
swinging railroad bridge in the country, and 
the only one of its kind still in operation 
today.

LOOKOUT POINT
202 Bellevue St, Marietta, Ohio 45750
Lookout Point on Harmar Hill offers gor-
geous views of the city of Marietta. See 
the confluence of the Muskingum and Ohio 
Rivers, and the Washington Street, Putnam 
Street, Historic Harmar, Williamstown and 
I-77 Bridges. Also see the Washington 
County Courthouse, the Dime Bank Building 
and the First Congregational Church.

Points of Interest
Marietta Area
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Children’s Toy and Doll Museum

Campus Martius Museum
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MID-OHIO VALLEY PLAYERS
740-374-9434 | midohiovalleyplayers.com
229 Putnam Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
Since 1959, Mid-Ohio Valley Players Theater 
has provided the finest year-round entertain-
ment. Musicals, comedies, drama, mysteries, 
and children’s theatre. “Dinner and Theatre” 
discounts are available. 

MOUND CEMETERY
5th Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
Mound Cemetery was established in 1801 
by the citizens of Marietta, Ohio, to preserve 
an Ohio Hopewell burial mound dating from 
100 BC to 500 AD The cemetery is thought 
to have the largest number of high ranking 
Revolutionary War officer burials.

MUSKINGUM RIVER STATE PARK
(740) 373-8603 | ohiodnr.gov
1454 River Road Marietta Ohio 45750
The Muskingum River Parkway State Park 
has been placed on the National Register 
of Historic Places and is recognized as the 
Muskingum River Navigation Historic District. 
In its day, the system of locks and dams 
helped open the state and the entire Mid-
west to trade and development. It is the only 
remaining system of hand-operated locks in 
the nation.

Step Back in Time
The Castle invites you to discover the history of Marietta 
and its role in shaping the story of a nation. Tour our 
museum or attend one of our many special events. 

Located in historic Marietta, Ohio.

MARIETTACASTLE.ORG •740.373.4180

The
astle

418 Fourth Street
Marietta, Ohio

Bodoni Roman
C
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Bodoni Bold

C The
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The
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418 Fourth Street
Marietta, Ohio

The
astleC

Marietta Riverfront Park

221 2  St, Marietta OH       740.374.8623nd

tampicomexicanrestaurant.com

¡te invitamos!
Show this ad & receive 10% off

excludes alcohol



OHIO RIVER STERNWHEEL FESTIVAL
740-373-5178 | sternwheel.org
PO Box 2109 Marietta, Ohio 45750
Weekend festival to honor the era when 
Sternwheel boats transported goods on the 
Ohio River. Includes sternwheeler races, en-
tertainment and fireworks. Free to the public. 
Weekend after Labor Day

PASKAWYCH ENTERTAINMENT 
740-706-1724 | facebook.com/paskyent 
Marietta, Ohio
Murder mysteries, historical reenactors, trivia, 
paint parties and more! We’re Paskawych 
Entertainment, your source for performance 
and fun in the Mid-Ohio Valley since 2013.

PEOPLES BANK THEATRE
740-373-0894 | peoplesbanktheatre.com
222 Putnam Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
Beautifully renovated, Peoples Bank The-
atre showcases internationally acclaimed 
entertainers, talented local artists, movies, 
theatrical productions and more. Box Office 
Hours 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM most weekdays

PEOPLES MORTUARY MUSEUM
740-525-1112 | cawleyandpeoples.com/peo-
ples-mortuary-museum
408 Front Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
An eclectic collection of early funeral cus-
toms. Horse drawn and motorized vehicles, 
period clothing and funeral home equipment, 
all tastefully displayed in a fully accessible 
site. By appointment only.

SACRA VIA PARK
Sacra Via Street Marietta Ohio 45750
Sacra Via was a sacred walled way from 
Qudranaou to the Ohio River, built by the 
Hopewell around 900 AD. Although the 
walls no longer stand, Sacra Via Park 
remains in place. The park areas feature 
several benches, plenty of trees for shade 
and a gazebo. Arboretum Park, along Sacra 
Via between Third Street and the Musking-
um River, features 170 trees representing 85 
species.
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Peoples Mortuary Museum

Peoples Bank Theatre



START WESTWARD MONUMENT
300 Block Front Street in Muskingum Park
The Start Westward Memorial, official-
ly known as the Memorial to the “Start 
Westward of the United States”, also known 
as the National Start Westward Memorial 
of The United States or Start Westward 
Monument, is a 1938 sculpture designed by 
Gutzon Borglum and located in Muskingum 
Park

THE ADELPHIA MUSIC HALL
740-374-8278 | theadelphia.com
205 Second Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
The Adelphia is the signature Marietta ex-
perience. Renowned musicians and comedy 
acts grace The Adelphia stage every week-
end for live entertainment. 

THE MAJOR/RIVIERA
740-373-7862 | valleygemsternwheeler.com
601 Front Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
The Major-Riviera, a charming sternwheeler 
docked in Marietta, is the sister boat to the 
Valley Gem. Showcasing timeless riverboat 
elegance, it offers scenic cruises along the 
Ohio River. Perfect for special events, this 
historic vessel celebrates Marietta’s rich river 
heritage and stunning waterways 

THE CASTLE
740-373-4180 | mariettacastle.org
418 Fourth Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
Experience the history of our beautifully pre-
served, 1855 Gothic-Revival house by touring 
our site. Learn about fascinating stories from 
the local history of one of the oldest regions in 
the Northwest Territory.

THE FOAM GARAGE
740-706-1650 | thefoamgarage.com
175 Post Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
AN EXTREME PARTY EXPERIENCE. Open 
year round for Private Parties, “You Come 
To Us”. Also, every month we have Open 
to the public, the second Friday night for 8 
and older and second Saturday morning for 
7 and under,  From  May thru September for 
parties and events, we offer “We Come To 
You” or want to do it yourself?  “Rent And 
Take Home” a special effects or foam party 
machine. 

THE HENRY FEARING HOUSE MUSEUM
740-373-9437 | wchshistory.org
131 Gilman Ave, Marietta, Ohio 45750
Tour the home built in 1847 for prominent 
Marietta resident, Henry Fearing. Also home 
of Civil War General Benjamin D. Fearing. 
Tours by appointment by calling  
740-538-2413

TROLLEY TOURS
740-373-5178 | Find us on Facebook!
241 Front Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
Enjoy a 90-minute, narrated tour which in-
troduces visitors to Marietta’s history, beauty 
and charm. Learn about Marietta’s muse-
ums, architecture, historic churches, Native 
American and river history. Private tours also 
available by calling in advance. 

VALLEY GEM STERNWHEELER
740-373-7862 | valleygemsternwheeler.com
601 Front Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
Don’t miss the boat! Narrated sightseeing 
cruises, Dinner Cruises, Lock and Lunch 
Tours, Fall Foliage, Special events & private 
charters available. April - December.

WASHINGTON COUNTY  
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
740-373-1788 | wchshistory.org
346 Muskingum Drive, Marietta, Ohio 45750
Washington County Historical Society is a 
multi-faceted organization. The Henry Fearing 
House and The Anchorage, both listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places are avail-
able for tours. The Archives holds Washington 
County records on cemeteries/burial locations, 
obituaries, and maps, historical photographs 
and documents on a variety of local history 
topics. WCHS publishes The Tallow Light, a 
quarterly journal on local history.  
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Trolley Tours Visiting The Castle
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Discovering 
History

Visit Campus Martius Museum 
and discover the history of 

the Northwest Territory.

Open 7 days a week. For more information visit mariettamuseums.org
Players Theatre

227 Putnam Street ~ 740-374-9434
midohiovalleyplayers.org

Dinner & Show discount ~ Group ratesDinner & Show discount ~ Group rates

 
Since 1959

Musicals, Comedies, Dramas...
year round in historic

Marietta, Ohio

Musicals, Comedies, Dramas...
year round in historic

Marietta, Ohio

SEPTEMBER 11-13, 2026
A Marietta tradition since 1976, the Ohio River Sternwheel Festival attracts 
over 100,000 people each year to the banks of the Ohio for fabulous 
music, food, authentic sternwheelers, entertainment and some of the best 

Make your plans today to attend the 2026 Festival.

Visit sternwheel.org for more details.

IF YOU ARE A RUNNER OR WALKER, 
PLAN TO RACE IN OUR 

5K Run & Walk, 
Saturday, May 23, 2026.

Beverly Area
OLIVER TUCKER MUSEUM/LOWER 
MUSKINGUM HISTORICAL SOCIETY
740-525-5014 | olivertuckermuseum.com
401 5th Street #732, Beverly, Ohio 45715
The Oliver Tucker Museum is a museum, that is 
small on the outside, big on the inside. It’s filled 
with local historical items waiting for you to 
discover and enjoy. Saturday and Sunday 1-4 
p.m. or by appointment year-round. 

THE WILDS
740-638-5030 | thewilds.org
14000 International Rd, Cumberland, OH 43732
The Wilds is home to rare and endangered 
animals from around the world. Guided safari 
tours bring you up close to the animals at 
this 10,000-acre adventure park. Normal 
hours of operation are 10 AM. to 4 PM every 
day from May through September, and on 
Saturdays and Sundays in October.

Matamoras Area
MATAMORAS AREA HISTORICAL  
SOCIETY MUSEUM
740-895-3040 
200 Main Street, New Matamoras, Ohio 45767
A non-profit organization dedicated to 
recording and preserving the history of the 
Matamoras area for future generations. By 
appointment only.  

WAYNE NATIONAL FOREST
740-373-9055 | fs.usda.gov/wayne
27750 State Route 7, Marietta, OH 45750
The Marietta unit of the Wayne NF is espe-
cially known for its abundant and spectacular 
overlooks of the Ohio River.
Over 90 miles of trails, including mountain 
biking, hiking, horseback riding, a 51-foot 
natural bridge, birdwatching, campsites, river 
access and much more.
.
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Ohio Valley Opry

   Belpre Area
BELPRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND 
FARMERS CASTLE MUSEUM
740-423-7588 | Find us on Facebook!
509 Ridge St, Belpre, Ohio 45714
The Farmers Castle Museum operated by 
the Belpre Historical Society featuring the 
Underground Railroad gallery and genea-
logical research center. Year Round Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Saturdays, 1-4 PM. or by 
appointment.

BELPRE HOLIDAY LIGHTS
Civitan Park, Belpre Ohio
Don’t miss the wonder of the Belpre Holiday 
Lights in Civitan Park where you’ll find 
hand-crafted displays and thousands upon 
thousands of lights to enjoy from November 
25th through January 3rd.

BOORD STATE NATURE PRESERVE
245 Fall Run Rd, Cutler, OH 45724
Boord State Nature Preserve contains one 
of the best examples of a hemlock ravine in 
Washington County. Falls Run cuts through 
a massive layer of Permian-age sandstone 
to form the heart of this preserve which is 
an eastern hemlock-shrouded stream gorge 
about 60-80 feet deep highlighted by a 
picturesque waterfall. This .8 mile trail should 
be experienced several times a year to see the 
landscape in every season!

OHIO VALLEY OPRY
OhioValleyOpry.com 
1948 Washington Boulevard, Belpre Ohio 45714
Experience authentic country, bluegrass, and 
gospel music at the Ohio Valley Opry in Belpre, 
Ohio. The longest-running show of its kind in 
the state, it features local, regional, and national 
talent. With comfortable seating and group 
accommodations, it’s ideal for group tours, bus 
trips, and leisure travelers—big country in a 
small town.

   Parkersburg Area
BLENNERHASSET HISTORICAL  
FOUNDATION (MUSEUM AND ISLAND)
304-420-4800 | blennerhassettislandstatepark.com
137 Juliana Street, Parkersburg, WV 26101
Features reconstructed Blennerhassett 
Mansion and Putnam-Houser House, guided 
tours, concession stand, gift-shop, narrated 
wagon rides, hiking trails and picnic facilities. 
Open May-October via sternwheeler. Tues-
day-Sunday 10-4:30 p.m.

DISCOVERY WORLD ON MARKET
681-588-5800 | www.dwonmarket.org
900 Market Street, Parkersburg WV 26101
 Our mission is to create an environment for 
children and the community that exercises 
curiosity, promotes exploration, and devel-
ops imagination through hands-on learning 
experiences. Our vision is Discovery World on 
Market will be the regional STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math) 
destination that provides children and their 
families one-of-a-kind hands-on experiences 
that are accessible to all. 

OIL AND GAS MUSEUM
304-485-5446 | Oilandgasmuseum.org  
119 3rd Street Parkersburg, WV 26101
This nationally recognized museum pres-
ents the intriguing history of the oil and gas 
industry, including how the accumulation 
of wealth from oil impacted West Virginia’s 
statehood. Also expanded displays on the 
Civil War and local industries.  Monday - Fri-
day 11AM–5 PM Saturday-Sunday 12-5PM

HOLIDAY IN THE PARK
Parkersburg City Park 
304-481-8049 
Parkersburg, West Virginia 26102
Drive through a holiday light display at Park-
ersburg City Park, decorated in celebration of 
the season with colorful animated and still 
holiday light displays.  Free admission, but 
donations appreciated.

Farm and flowers
HIDDEN HILLS ORCHARD
740-376-9170 | hiddenhillsorchard.com 
5680 State Route 26 Marietta, Ohio 45750
Farm fresh apples! Pick-your-own or ready-
picked. Open Fri/Sat/Sun in September and 
October. Varieties include Honeycrisp, Gala, 
Cameo, Goldrush, and more. Cider available 
in late September.
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Scan the QR code 
and use your 
phone to make a 
reservation.

700 Pike Street 
Marietta, Ohio 45750

740-538-0866

Banquet space for 200 people. 
Just off I-77.

Located just off I-77 three miles from downtown, Wingate By Wyndham 
Marietta Conference Center welcomes you with free breakfast, free WIFI, 
free parking and ample meeting space. Relax in our indoor heated Olym-
pic Size Pool. Enjoy a bite in our Denny’s restaurant, which is open 24 
hours a day. Our hotel is non-smoking, pet friendly and near Marietta 
College, Historic Downtown Marietta and The Ohio River.  Mid-Ohio 
Valley Airport (PKB) is seven miles away.

RIVER CITY FARMERS MARKET
740-516-6253 | therivercityfarmersmarket.com
200 Butler Street, Marietta Ohio 45750
Promoting healthy living by offering local 
fresh produce, meats, milk and more. We 
also have baked goods and award winning 
crafts available. Saturdays year-round  
9am-noon.

STACY FAMILY FARM
740-374-2371 | stacyfarm.com 
27515 State Route 7, Marietta, Ohio 45750
A locally owned family farm in Reno, 
providing the MOV with the freshest fruits 
and vegetables. Visitors can enjoy U-Pick 
strawberries, blueberries, red, black, and 
gold raspberries, and pre-picked asparagus 
while in season. Be sure to stop by for our 
fall U-Pick pumpkins, sunflowers, corn maze, 
wagon ride, play area, and more! Follow us 
on Facebook.

SWEETAPPLE FARM
740-678-7447 | sweetapplefarm.com 
149 Sweetapple Road, Vincent, Ohio 45784
Kids of all ages can experience the farm by 
playing the corn maze games, taking a hayride, 
experiencing the nursery rhyme garden, and see-
ing the animals. Public weekends from mid-Sep-
tember through the next to last weekend in 
October. Wedding weekends July through early 
September. Grass Fed beef, whole hog sausage, 
and farm fresh eggs are available year round. 

WILDROOT FLOWER CO
740-214-6006 | Wildrootflowerco.com 
315 Forshey Road, Marietta, Ohio 45750
At Wildroot Flower Co., we grow flowers and 
create experiences. Stop by our self-serve 
flower stand, join us for hands-on on-farm 
workshops, and soak in the beauty of a working 
flower farm designed to help people slow down 
and reconnect with nature and each other.

WITTEN FARM MARKET AND GREENHOUSE 
221 Pike Street, Marietta Ohio 45750
740-984-4009 | www.wittenfarm.com
Homegrown sweet corn, hand-picked 7 days a 
week, just for you! Homegrown river tomatoes 
that turn any sandwich into a masterpiece. 
Run down your arm juicy peaches and berries 
picked at peak ripeness, they’ll be gone before 
you get home! Stunning flower combina-
tions that turn your porch into the envy of the 
neighborhood. Visit our convenient locations 
throughout the Mid-Ohio Valley

GREENLEAF LANDSCAPES
740-373-1639 | Greenleaflandscape.com 
414 Muskingum Drive Marietta, Ohio 45750
Experience the “garden store” for that special 
gift or wander eight acres of annuals, peren-
nials, trees and scrubs. A must see! Land-
scaping and design service available.  

YOUR SAFARI AWAITS, 
AND IT IS CLOSER THAN YOU THINK.
MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS TODAY.

14000 INTERNATIONAL ROAD | CUMBERLAND, OH | THEWILDS.ORG | 740-638-5030

PACK UP THE FAMILY FOR A ROAD TRIP.
NO PASSPORT NEEDED. JUST A FULL TANK OF GAS.

PLAN YOUR VISIT TO THE WILDS IN CUMBERLAND, OHIO 
FOR AN UNFORGETTABLE ADVENTURE.

 Zipline Horsebackcampingwildlife Safaris and more!
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Culinary Experiences
Savor the Flavors of Ohio’s First Adventure

Chef Tommy, Levee House Bistro
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Marietta’s first Fourth of 
July celebration in 1788 includ-
ed a large community dinner marking 
America’s twelfth birthday. Captain Gilbert Devol 
supplied a six-foot pike weighing 96 pounds, taken from the 
Muskingum River just days earlier, while hunters contributed buffalo, 
venison, bear, turkey, and other wild game. Garden vegetables rounded out the meal. In many ways, the 
gathering echoed the shared feast of the Pilgrims and the Wampanoag, especially as members of the  
Delaware Nation were also present. General Varnum, the day’s speaker, had served with Native soldiers 
during the Revolution and may have recognized the significance of the moment.
A few years later, Fort Harmar briefly housed French immigrants swindled out of western Ohio lands. 
In 1797, refugee Francis Thierry learned that Louis Philippe d’Orléans—later France’s last king—was 
visiting Marietta. Thierry baked fresh bread and delivered it to the royal guest, a simple act of hospitality 
the king fondly remembered decades later.
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Savor the Flavors of Ohio’s First Adventure

Culinary Experiences
Marietta Area
AUSTYN’S
740-374-8188 | austyns.com 
130 Front Street Marietta, Ohio 45750
Austyn’s Restaurant has won the hearts and 
appetites of local as well as visiting diners by 
offering an inviting atmosphere. They offer a 
“different-than-the-norm” menu, as well as a 
wide selection of wines, beers and cocktails. 
At Austyn’s the wine and drink menus are as 
diverse as the food.

BLACK DIAMOND BREWERY AND 
DISTILLERY
740-371-7118
blackdiamondbreweryanddistillery.com 
167 Front Street, Marietta Ohio 45750
Black Diamond Brewery & Distillery in 
Marietta offers handcrafted small-batch 
spirits and a full restaurant experience. Enjoy 
expertly crafted whiskey, vodka, and flagstaff 
beers alongside delicious meals in a warm, 
inviting atmosphere. A local favorite for 
great food, signature cocktails, and Appala-
chian-inspired craftsmanship.

BUSY BEE RESTAURANT LLC
740-373-3755 | busybeerestaurant.com 
226 Gilman Ave, Marietta, OH 45750
At the Busy Bee, our focus is on local Farm 
to Fork dining. We utilize fresh local meats, 
farm fresh eggs, fruit and produce from 
numerous local farmers. We do our best to 
provide the highest quality scratch breakfast 
and lunch in the valley!

DA VINCI’S
304-375-3633 | villadavinci.com
215 Highland Avenue, Williamstown,  
West Virginia. 26187
Elegant, comfortable atmosphere featuring 
chef prepared lunch and dinner specials, hand 
cut steaks, seafood specials, classic italian fare. 
House-made desserts inspired by our own 
pastry chef. Follow us on Facebook for daily 
specials. Many gluten-free options available

DENNY’S 
740-374-6221 | www.dennys.com 
700 Pike Street, Marietta, OH 45750 
Denny’s Marietta serves classic American 
comfort food all day in a warm, fami-
ly-friendly diner near I-77 and historic Mar-
ietta attractions. Travelers and locals enjoy 
fast service, hearty breakfasts, and reliable 
meals anytime. Military and AARP discounts 
are available, making it a welcoming and 
affordable stop for every guest. 

DOUGH BOYZ
740-374-0025 | doughboyzohiovalley.com
4780 St. Rt. 60, Marietta, Ohio 45750 
Delicious garden-fresh salads, pizzas, and 
more made with locally grown produce 
(when available). Made from scratch, spe-
cially seasoned tomato and pizza sauce- the 
best in the valley! Pick up or delivery. 

THE HISTORIC HARMAR TAVERN
740-373-8727 | Find us on Facebook!
205 Maple Street, Marietta, Ohio. 45750
Home of the “Sure To Be Famous Bolo-
gna Sandwich”, located in Harmar Village. 
Marietta Ohio’s oldest tavern. Craft beers and 
fully stocked bar. Wide variety of food, great 
burgers and appetizers. 

JEREMIAH’S COFFEE HOUSE
740-374-2639 | jeremiahscoffeehouse.com
165 Front Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
Jeremiah’s Coffee House is located downtown 
in historic Marietta. Near the confluence of the 
Ohio and Muskingum Rivers. Our ever growing 
menu offers healthy options, sweet treats, Glu-
ten-Free options and awesome coffee. 

LAFAYETTE HOTEL 
(740) 373-5522 | lafayettehotel.com
101 Front St, Marietta, OH 45750
Three locations in the hotel. 
The Gun Room Monday - Thursday 
Riverfront Bar & Grill Monday - Thursday  
Friday & Saturday
Cafe Lafayette Treat yourself at Cafe Lafay-
ette featuring Starbucks™ Coffee products. 

LEVEE HOUSE BISTRO
740-371-7035 | leveehousebistro.com
127 Ohio Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
Classy but casual restaurant on the riverfront 
in Historical Marietta. In warmer weather, enjoy 
lunch or dinner with a river view from under 
a lighted, awning covered outside seating 
area. Serving a casual lunch menu consisting 
of lobster rolls, specialty sandwiches, burg-
ers, and flatbreads and a more formal dinner 
consisting of fresh seafood, hand-cut steaks, an 
assortment of pasta, specialty salads, soups, 
and homemade desserts. Available for dine-in, 
take-out, or curbside.  Join us for a glass of wine, 
beer, cocktail or bourbon.

MCDONALDS OF MARIETTA
mcdonalds.com
729 Glendale, 500 Pike Street, 
Multiple Marietta locations.

OVER THE MOON PUB AND PIZZA
740-373-4000 | moonpizza.net
170 Front Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
Over the moon Pub & Pizza, where the locals 
go for Hot Pizza, Cold Beer, and Good Times 
in Historic Downtown Marietta. Check out our 
weekly specials, events and entertainment at 
facebook.com/OvertheMoonPubPizza 

SMITTY’S PIZZA
740-374-2280 | smittyspizzaohio.com
500 Front Street, Marietta Ohio 45750
We offer pizza, subs, salads, wings, home-
made pies, ice cream cookies, Ben & Jerry 
Pints and Graeters pints. We also offer eat in, 
take-out and delivery. 

CONE AND SHAKE AT THE OASIS
740-371-7117
https://coneandshakeattheoasis.square.site
219 Pike Street, Marietta Ohio 45750
The Cone and Shake at The Oasis on Pike 
Street offers classic soft-serve treats, hand-
spun milkshakes, sundaes, and seasonal 
favorites. A local go-to for families, it delivers 
friendly service, delicious lunch and dinner 
options and desserts that make every visit a 
sweet stop in Marietta.

THE BUTCHER BLOCK AT THE DIVA 
SISTERS HOLIDAY SHOP
740-780-4016  
Facebook/thebutcherblockatthediviasisters
2100 Washington Blvd, Belpre, OH
The Butcher Block is Belpre’s go-to spot 
for fresh, high-quality Troyer Amish meats 
and cheese, delicious deli sandwiches, and 
homemade baked goods. Enjoy friendly 
small-town service while you shop a variety 
of daily specials, hot lunches and take-home 
favorites. Perfect for quick meals, weekend 
gatherings, and stocking your kitchen with 
the best.

WILKY’S MARKET 
(740) 371-7087
200 Front Street, Marietta Ohio 45750
Wilky’s Market is a fresh, welcoming spot-on 
Front Street offering convenient grab-and-go 
items, delicious lunches, and a well-rounded 
selection of everyday essentials. With locally 
sourced products, quality coffee, gluten-free 
options, and cozy outdoor seating, it’s a com-
fortable, community-minded stop for both 
locals and visitors looking for quick meals 
and thoughtful market goods. 

SPAGNA’S
740-376-9245 | Find us on Facebook! 
301 Gilman Avenue, Marietta, Ohio 45750
Spagna’s is located on the ground floor of the 
West Side’s oldest building.  Built in 1848 as 
the Odd Fellows Hall, at one time, the main 
dining room was a barber shop. You can still 
see the old wooden barber poles at the street 
entrance. The bar in the restaurant is custom 
made out of old wooden doors.  The bar back 
unit at one time was located in Murphy’s 
Supper Club in the 1930’s.  Spagna’s menu 
consists of family recipes from Southern Italian 
cuisine.
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www.unicornwineguild.com

e Over 47 Different Wines, tasting available

e Gourmet Loose-Leaf Teas 

e Wine & Beer making supplies

e Light menu (Soup-Sandwiches +)

e Gifts - Gift Arrangements

e Monthly Special Events

e Rent the Winery for your Special Events

e Free WiFi

Open:  Mon. - Sat. 11 am – 7 pm

Winery - Tea Room
& More!
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Monday thru Friday 6:30AM to 7:00PM

Saturday 7:00AM to 7:00PM

Sunday 9:00AM to 5:00PM

Come Visit Us!
at 302 Pike Street, Marietta, OH 45750

q u a l i t y  p i z z a  a n d  s e r v i c e 

since 1976

THEORIG INALPIZZAPLACE .COM

MARIETTA  OHIO

740-374-4333
DINE-IN  | DELIVERY | PICKUP

GRAND CENTRAL MALL

304-428-4333
DINE-IN  | CURBSIDE PICKUP

order online or with our app
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STOKED COFFEE
740-568-9955 | stokedcoffee.com
302 Pike Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
Award-winning gourmet mochas, lattes, cap-
puccinos, coffee, chai teas, smoothies, no-joe 
drinks, sugar free drinks, and more.

TAMPICO MEXICAN RESTAURANT
740-374-8623 | tampicomexicanrestaurant.com
221 Second Street, Marietta, Ohio. 45750
Authentic Mexican cuisine in a friendly family 
atmosphere. Offering the best margaritas in 
town in a variety of flavors! Daily lunch and 
dinner specials 

THE GALLEY
740-374-8278 | thegalleymarietta.com
203 Second Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
A Marietta tradition for generations! Serving 
classic cuisine with a polished twist. The best 
steaks, burgers, and craft beer selection in town! 

THE ORIGINAL PIZZA PLACE
740-374-4333 | theoriginalpizzaplace.com
231 Second Street, Marietta, Ohio. 45750
Serving the MOV Since 1976. Award Win-
ning Pizza, wings, desserts, drinks, wine, 
and beer. Gluten-free pizza & menu options 
are available. Curbside pickup, delivery, and 
dine-in. 

WARREN’S IGA
740-373-1518 | warrensiga.com
402 Muskingum Drive, Marietta, Ohio 45750
Enjoy a shopping experience that can only be 
found in a hometown owned supermarket. 
Deli serves a hot lunch at a great price. Great 
specialty food for all occasions, andFresh 
Meat, Cheese, Veggie and Fruit trays made 
to order! 

WHIT’S FROZEN CUSTARD
740-371-5085 | whitscustard.com
335 Second Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
Smooth and creamy frozen custard, made 
fresh daily. Enjoy a scoop, sundae, float, 
shake or whitser. Indoor and patio seating 
available.

WILKY’S SPORTS BAR
740 374-3007 | wilkysbar.com
10 Tiber Way Marietta, Ohio. 45750
Wilky’s Sports Bar is known for their friendly 
atmosphere with great food, cold drinks, and 
live entertainment. Enjoy their great menu 
with daily specials, sports on their thirteen 
big screens, and fun events. Open daily for 
lunch, dinner, and late-night vibes​. Named 
“new business of the year” in 2024 by the 
MOV Chamber of Commerce and “business 
of the year” in 2025 by the Marietta Cham-
ber of Commerce.

WILKY’S ON THE WATER
740 896 4028 | Wilkysbar.com
860 Muskingum River Rd, Marietta OH 45750

WRANGLER TAVERN
740-585-2964 | Find us Facebook!
6675 SR 821, Whipple, Ohio 45788
Wrangler Tavern is a family-owned business 
established in 1984. The Wrangler has an 
outdoor beer garden that can seat up to 200 
people for live music. They strive to serve the 
best barbeque in town and they have a wide 
variety of alcoholic beverages. The Wrangler 
has 3 Predator Pool tables, flat screen tv’s, 
and so much more! Relaxed country settings. 
Hidden gem outside of Marietta.

     Beverly Area
THE CORNERSTONE INN RESTAURANT
740-984-0011 | cornerstone-inn.com
201 5th Street Beverly, Ohio 45715
The concept of the Cornerstone Inn is the 
design from divine inspiration to recreate the 
tradition of The Table… where you will be 
welcomed with a smile, served with joy, and 
fed with blessed food… all with love from a 
mother’s heart. 

LISA’S SWEET STOP
740-984-4877 | lisassweets.com
212 Fifth Street Beverly, Ohio 45715
Lisa’s Sweet Stop offers an exceptional 
quality product with the finest ingredients 
available in a unique setting not like any in 
the area. With a large variety of offerings to 
choose from like gourmet cakes and cup-
cakes, brownies, and their famous pepperoni 
rolls, you’re sure to find plenty to satisfy your 
sweet tooth. Their excellent customer service 
is what will keep you coming back. 

RIVERBEND FAMILY DINING
740-984-2806 
415 Fifth Street Beverly, Ohio 45715
Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner. Amer-
ican food-burgers, steaks, chicken, fish, ap-
petizers, soups, salads, smoked pulled pork, 
and smoked meatloaf wraps, desserts, soft 
drinks, beer and wines. Catering, or an event 
space to fit 50 people
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Marietta’s oldest operating tavern since the late 1800’s
Marietta’s oldest operating tavern since the late 1800’s
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Harmar Tavern�
Home of the “Sure to be Famous Bologna Sandwich”�

205 Maple St., Marietta 740-373-8727�
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American Flag and Poles

Retail Therapy
Uncover Treasures in Ohio’s First Adventure
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From the earliest days 
of settlement, Washington 
County has provided goods and ser-
vices to visitors and residents alike. For frontier 
settlers seeking comforts reminiscent of New England, 
Marietta’s first store—located at Picketed Point (Front and Ohio 
Streets)—was the place to go. Operated by Yale-educated Revolutionary War veteran Dudley Woodbridge 
and his brother-in-law James Backus, the store traded furs and local goods for books, silverware, pot-
tery, salt, furniture, whiskey, cloth, leather items, and more. A reminder of this early enterprise can still 
be found at the “Loafing Spot” marker near the Marietta Levee fountain.
As the community grew, merchants from around the world followed. During the mid-to-late 19th cen-
tury, German, Italian, Irish, and Eastern European Jewish immigrants brought new traditions and skills. 
Schafer’s Leather, founded in 1866, remains Marietta’s oldest continuously operating business. From 
Waterford to Belpre, small-town businesses continue to reflect the county’s enduring pioneer spirit.

Sylvi Caporale, American Flags & Poles



Marietta Area
ALL PRO NUTRITION
740-373-6991 | Find us on Facebook!
252 Front Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
All pro offers fruit smoothies, protein shakes, 
organic coffee, organic juice and more.  

AMERICAN FLAGS AND POLES
740-373-4262 
276 Front Street, Marietta, Ohio. 45750
American Flags and Poles is a beloved,  
locally owned retail shop in Marietta. The 
store opened for business in September 
of 1995. Owner Sylvi Caporale and her 
team strive to provide exceptional customer 
service, the highest quality products, and an 
overall great experience for everyone who 
walks through the door. Customers enjoy 
friendly store dogs, the sound of antique 
music boxes, and experiencing the shop’s 
passion for supporting the local community 
here in southern Ohio. 

ANTIQUE MALL OF MARIETTA
740-376-0038 | antiquemallofmarietta.com
135 Second Street, Marietta, Ohio. 45750
Featuring approximately 70 dealers offering 
a wide variety of wares including antiques, 
glassware, old toys, pottery, furniture, and 
collectibles. Something for everyone! 

BAKER AND BAKER JEWELERS, INC
740-373-7777 | bakerNbaker.com
105 Putnam Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
Hearts on Fire diamonds, Waterford Crystal, 
fine jewelry, and gifts. Also, specializing in 
custom work and jewelry, watch, and clock 
repair. Larry Hall, Marietta’s Certified Gemol-
ogist Appraiser. 

CLUTCH COLLECTIVE
740-525-5510 | clutchcollectivemov.com
152 Front Street, Marietta Ohio 45750
An independent art retail shop and gallery 
featuring exceptional fine art, art prints, gifts 
and more from dozens of local, regional, and 
US artists! 

DEAD PEOPLE’S STUFF  
ANTIQUES AND COLLECTIBLES 
740-371-4042 
102 Front Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
On the hottest corner in Marietta, we pride 
ourselves on our extreme variety of avail-
able antiques and collectibles. Grandma’s 
goodies, great advertising items and signs, 
glass, records, comics, band shirts and toys, 
we cover it all. Affordable items readily avail-
able. You don’t want to miss this store. And 
the coolest T-shirts!

FIRST CITY RECORDS 
740-434-5001 | FirstCityRecordStore.com
177 Front Street Marietta, Ohio 45750
First City Records is the #1 source for new 
and used music in the Mid Ohio Valley! We 
specialize in premium quality vinyl, CD’s, 
collectibles, regional art, apparel and much 
more! 

GREEN ACRES OF MARIETTA
740-371-5117
128 Front Street, Marietta Ohio 45750
City girl brings her Califorinia store to Marietta. 
Furniture, jewelry of all kinds, lightening glass, 
handmade items, art, holiday, collectibles, 
tableware, accessories and unique gifts for you! 

JUST A JAR DESIGN PRESS
503-853-6720 | justajar.com
208 Front Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
Just A Jar is a family operated letterpress 
studio and retail shop run by Sara & Bobby 
Rosenstock. They specialize in custom 
woodcut and letterpress posters. Printing by 
hand, the old fashioned way. 
 
RINKY DINK FLEA MARKET
740-350-7923 | Find us on Facebook!
404 Fort Harmar Drive, Marietta, Ohio 45750
Treasures to be found! Over two acres under 
one roof. Inside and outside dealers, restaurant 
and ample parking. Open year round Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday. 

Retail Therapy
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RIVER CITY SPACES 
740-629-7232 | rivercityspaces.com
106 Front St, Marietta, OH 45750 
A lovely downtown boutique on Front Street 
offering affordable, thoughtfully curated 
home décor and gifts. River City Spaces fea-
tures artisan-made accents, seasonal décor, 
and unique treasures to add warmth and 
character to any home — ideal for gift-giving 
or elevating your own space.

SCHAFER LEATHER STORE, LLC
740-373-5101 | schaferleather.com
140 Front Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
We invite you to experience the diversity in 
quality products and customer service we 
offer. We carry jewelry, clothing, boots, and 
much more. 

SMITH & COMPANY VINTAGE MARKET
740-371-4010 | Find us on Facebook!
1301 Colegate Drive, Marietta, Ohio 45750
2107 Pike Street, Parkersburg WV
Smith & Company Vintage Market is your 
one stop shopping place. Carrying antiques, 
collectibles, crafts, repurposed furniture, 
glassware, candles, Wise Owl, Black Rifle 
Coffee and MUCH more! You’ll be certain to 
find something you just have to have! 

TERI ANN’S
740-373-7631 | terianns.com
290 Front Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
Complete ladies specialty shop, stylishly 
outfitting women of all ages. Visit our lovely 
and expanded store for quality clothing and 
a unique shopping experience. Think Fash-
ion, Think Teri Ann’s.  

THE COOK’S SHOP
740-538-6003 | thecooksshop.com
180 Front Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
Everything for the kitchen- fine cutlery, 
cookware, herbs & spices, bakeware, small 
appliances, barware, coffee & tea, and hun-
dreds of kitchen gadgets.  
 

THE MARIETTA ADVENTURE COMPANY
740-538-0801 | mariettaadventurecompany.com
219 Second Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
A full-service bicycle and kayak shop with a 
large inventory of multiple top brands. Also 
offering bicycle/kayak rentals and repairs on 
all makes & models of bikes. Call or visit us 
online for more info! 

THIRD STREET MUSIC
740-373-8558 | thirdstreetmusic.com
328 Third Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
At Third Street Music, you’ll find a large vari-
ety of instruments, unusual for a small music 
store. We have guitars, banjos, basses, vio-
lins, mandolins, keyboards, ukuleles, school 
band instruments, and supplies. We have 
new and used, works of local craftsmen and 
items from bygone eras. We do restrings, 
repairs, rentals, lessons, sound systems, 
estates, and special orders. 

THREADZ BOUTIQUE COMPANY
740-371-7171 | Find us on Facebook!
179 Front Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
Threadz boutique is a unique shop offering 
ladies clothing, accessories, and gift ideas 
located in the heart of downtown! Life is 
beautiful, make every outfit count! 

WE LOV PETS
740-568-9701 | welovpets.com
450 Pike Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
We Lov Pets opened in Marietta in 2004. 
We are conveniently located just off I-77 and 
just minutes from downtown. We are open 
7 days a week to help you with all your pet 
needs. Facebook.com/wlpmarietta 

WIT & WHIMZY
740-371-5022 | witnwhimzy.org
154 Front Street, Marietta Ohio 45750
Uncommon goods for your lifestyle, artisan 
crafted and USA made. Surround yourself 
with wit & whimsy! 

PEOPLES NEWS
740-373-3459
224 Putnam Street, Marietta. Ohio. 45750
Largest selection of magazines and out of 
town newspapers in the area. Public fax 
service, Western Union, money orders. Ohio 
Lottery, snacks and sundries.

  Outside the City
DIVA SISTERS HOLIDAY SHOP
740-780-4016 | facebook.com/thedivasisters1 
2100 Washington Blvd, Belpre, Ohio  
Located in a picturesque small town, our 
boutique offers unique Christmas decora-
tions and holiday décor for every season. 
From charming ornaments to thoughtful 
gifts, you’ll find special pieces to celebrate 
life’s moments year-round. Discover festive 
inspiration in every corner.

FENTON GIFT SHOP
304-375-7772 | fentonartglass.com
2242 Williams Hwy., #108, Williamstown, 
West Virginia 26187
Vintage Fenton Art Glass and unique gifts 
available, plus limited edition glass made 
at another glassmaking facility using the 
original Fenton moulds and hand painted by 
Fenton artists at Fenton Gift Shop. Visit Fen-
ton Art Glass/Fenton Gift Shop on Facebook, 
and sign up for our weekly e-newsletter.

HOLL’S CHOCOLATES INC
304-295-6576 | holls.com 
2001 Grand Central Ave, Vienna, WV, 26105
Holl’s uncompromising commitment to 
sourcing the finest ingredients and attention 
to detail ensures you have an extraordinary 
chocolate experience- from a classically 
trained Master Chocolatier. 
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Schafer Leather Store, LLC
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http://americanflags.mysimplestore.com  | /americanflagsandpoles

276 Front Street • Marietta, OH 
740-373-4262

Mon. – Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

American Flags & Poles

✪	 Largest flag & flag pole retailer in Ohio
✪	 3,000 Flags and Accessories 
✪	 Exterior Home Decor & More
✪	 Military, Sports & Religious themes

Retail Therapy
PALMER SQUARE MARKET
740-749-0117 | Find us on Facebook!
8000 SR 676 Waterford, Ohio 45786
Located in the heart of rural Washington Coun-
ty. Palmer Square Market offers a truly authen-
tic buying experience. Amish family-owned 
and operated, the market offers freshly baked 
goods, snacks, bulk foods, baking and canning 
supplies, meats and cheese, patio furniture, 
and much more.  

SANDY’S BARGAIN BARN
740-984-8165 | Find us on Facebook!
2678 Hendershot Road, Waterford, Ohio 45786
We carry new and used mattress sets, clean 
used furniture, anything household, primitive 
items and more! Follow us on Facebook. 

THE QUILTED WORK
740-373-0579 | Find us on Facebook!
320 Stanleyville Narrows Road,  
Whipple, Ohio 45788
Bring your “Quilts to Life.” We offer the latest 
quilting supplies, fabrics, and the Accucut Go! 
Cutter. Hand-guided & Statler-Generated 
Quilting Service. Classes available. 

UNICORN WINE GUILD
740-423-1300 | unicornwineguild.com
1816 Washington Blvd, Belpre, Ohio 45714
Offering 50+ varieties of wine made on-site. Light
menu, coffees, and gourmet loose-leaf teas.
Events, classes, and gifts are available. A wine
tasting anytime or our monthly afternoon tea is 
a remarkable experience. Settle in for a home 
wine-making class, or let us host your next mag-
ical event. Founded in 2009, this urban winery 
offers wine from juices imported worldwide, and 
local and Ohio gift products.

• School Band Instruments & Supplies
• Guitar, Bass, Violin, Mandolin & 
 Banjo Lessons
• Instrument Repair & Restring
• Consignments, Estate & Appraisals
• Buy, Sell, Trade

328 Third Street | Marietta, OH 45750
740.373.8558 | thirdstreetmusic.com

(740)373-8558 
thirdstmusic@yahoo.com 

MUSIC 
328 Third Street 
Marietta, OH 45750 www.thirdstreetmusic.com 

School Band Instruments & 
 Supplies 
Guitar Lessons - 
 YouTube in each room  

Bass, Violin, Mandolin, 
Banjo Lessons 
 
Consignments, Estate & Appraisals 
 
Church Sound & Video Systems 
 
Buy, Sell, Trade 
 
Gift Certificates & Layaways  
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Teri Ann’s



24 740.373.5178		 mariettaohio.org

Flowers and Farms 
Experience the Freshest Finds in Ohio’s First Adventure

Hidden Hills Orchard

24 740.373.5178		 mariettaohio.org

50th Annual Ohio River
Sternwheel Festival 
Join us on September 11-13th 

Get ready for the biggest  

and boldest Ohio River Sternwheel  

Festival yet as the Marietta riverfront comes 

 alive in celebration of America 250. This iconic summer  

tradition is turning up the excitement with an electrifying  

atmosphere, phenomenal live entertainment, and a fireworks spectacular so massive it’s set to rival 

the best shows in the country—all completely free to the public. From the moment the festival begins, 

visitors will feel the energy, pride, and anticipation building along the Ohio River. While organizers are 

saving some surprises for the big reveal, one thing is clear: this year’s Ohio River Sternwheel Festival 

will be an unforgettable, can’t-miss celebration packed with patriotic spirit and nonstop fun.
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Ohio River Sternwheel Festival Boat Races 
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Sweetapple Farm
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It Started Here:  
Marietta and the Birth 
of Steamboat Travel 

This year marks the 50th  
anniversary of the Ohio River  
Sternwheel Festival and the 
239th anniversary of the first 
steamboat. Contrary to popu-
lar legend, Robert Fulton was not 
the inventor of the steamboat. 
Instead, it was John Fitch who 
was inspired by an incident that 
occurred at Marietta before the 
town was even founded. It is al-
together fitting that this festival 
is held with the very island that 
inspired Fitch as its backdrop.

Fitch and several other men 
were engaged in a business ven-
ture to transport boats loaded 
with flour and other cargo down 
the Ohio River from Fort Pitt 
(Pittsburgh) to New Orleans. On 
the morning of March 20, 1782, 
as Fitch’s boat approached what 
is present-day Marietta, his fully 
loaded boat ran aground on the 
point of an island (now called 
Buckley’s Island), opposite the 
mouth of the Muskingum River. 
Despite all efforts to dislodge it, 
the boat remained stuck, forcing 
the crew to unload the cargo and 
refloat it near sunset. Exhausted, 

the boat was tied to a sapling on 
the island’s bank with plans to 
reload in the morning.

When they awoke at sunrise, 
the party was attacked by mem-
bers of the Delaware Nation, 
allies of the British during the 
American Revolution. Two of the 
crew were killed and nine oth-
ers, including Fitch, were taken 
prisoner. Eventually released 
after months of captivity, Fitch 
returned to Philadelphia and 
reflected on mechanical methods 
specifically steam power—that 
could have dislodged the boat 
and prevented the tragedy. These 
ideas led to the construction 
of his steamboat, Perseverance, 

which completed a successful 
trial run on the Delaware River 
on August 22, 1787, witnessed 
by delegates of the Continen-
tal Congress. Steamboats and 
sternwheelers would go on to 
transform America, opening 
inland waterways, accelerating 
trade and settlement, and help-
ing unite a young nation—and 
it all began with events that 
unfolded right here in Mariet-
ta. Although Fulton’s steamer 
Clermont would not be built 
until twenty years later, the rich 
history of steamboats is still 
celebrated today with Buckley’s 
Island looming just behind the 
festival stage.

Marietta Levee during Ohio River Sternwheel  FestivalMarietta Levee during Ohio River Sternwheel  Festival
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Ohio River Sternwheel Festival
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Annual Celebrations 
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Join the Celebration in Ohio’s First Adventure

Rivers, Trails and Ales Festival

W
A

SH
IN

GTON COU
N

T
Y

 

1 7 8 8
The first communi-
ty celebration held in our 
area—Independence Day—will once 
again be marked this year with special events 
here and across the nation. In 1788, less than three 
months after the settlement of the Northwest Territory was com-
pleted at Marietta, Revolutionary War officers and soldiers organized a grand Fourth of July celebration. 
General James Mitchell Varnum, a former Continental Congressman and close supporter of George 
Washington, was selected as the day’s speaker. He praised the patriotism, sacrifice, and virtue of those 
who fought for liberty and expressed hope that the soon-to-be-ratified Constitution would ensure that 
“every class of citizen will be equally protected by the laws.” Confident in the nation’s future, Varnum 
anticipated the “approaching greatness of this country” and the success of the new settlement. The day 
concluded with a community feast, thirteen toasts, music from drums, fifes, and violins, and a grand 
illumination of Fort Harmar. Today’s celebrations continue that enduring legacy—join us as we honor 
the blessings of liberty earned by generations past.
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BELPRE HOMECOMING FESTIVAL 
This year the Belpre Homecoming Festival 
celebrates 94 years of parades, fireworks, 
and live entertainment. Held at the Belpre 
Civitan Park, the festival invites families to 
take part in food, helicopter rides, and an 
annual parade. Competitions range from 
pageants to kids’ fishing derbies to antique 
tractor shows. After the main musical event, 
fireworks conclude the three day event on 
Saturday.

BEVERLY/WATERFORD HOMECOMING
The annual Beverly/Waterford Homecoming 
is a three-day event that has been a tradition 
for over 80 years!
Festival attendees can expect to find carnival 
rides, live entertainment from local musicians, 
antique tractor pulls, kiddie tractor pulls, 
games of chance, bingo, food booths and 
friendly smiles! This festival is Americana at 
its best and a perfect example of a fun night 
in a small town.

RIVER CITY BLUES FESTIVAL
Blues Jazz & Folk Music Society
740-376-0222 | bjfm.org
PO Box 2122 Marietta, Ohio 45750
Since 1987, the Mid Ohio Valley Blues, Jazz, 
and Folk Music Society has been hosting the 
River City Blues Festival.
Held at the historic Lafayette Hotel, the fes-
tival features the best in local, regional, and 
national blues artists and attracts music fans 
from all over the region.
Come and experience this two-day event in 
downtown Marietta and get your groove on!

FALL FEST
Attend Fall Fest 2026 and spend the day 
doing all your family’s favorite fall activities!
Hitch a wagon ride to the pumpkin patch 
to pick out your own pumpkin, learn the art 
of basket weaving or spoon carving, enjoy 
lunch from one of the concessionaires, 
watch a live demonstration on how apple 
cider is made, enjoy live music, browse the 
craft show, or head to the kids’ area and 
petting zoo! Held at the Washington County 
Fairgrounds.

HARMAR DAYS FESTIVAL
July 25-27, 2025
Join the Historic Harmar Bridge Company 
for a weekend-long summer celebration in 
Harmar Village.
Experience a celebration of community with 
live bands on stage, food trucks, a beer gar-
den, craft vendors, a kids zone complete with 
carnival games and inflatables, a Saturday 
morning car show, and general fun for every-
one. Funds raised go to Save Harmar Bridge. 
www.saveharmarbridge.com

MARIETTA ICE FESTIVAL
The annual Marietta Ice Festival will take 
place this January with numerous ice 
sculptures made by Marietta local, Tyson 
Whistler of Whistler Ice Works. Each of 
the sculptures are sponsored by a local 
business or organization and are displayed 
in downtown Marietta for the event. Expe-
rience the skill it takes to complete the ice 
sculptures by watching a live demonstration 
on the Armory lawn. Explore downtown 
shops and restaurants, kids’ activities, drink 
hot chocolate, and more.

OCTOBERFEST 
Buell Island is home to a seven plus acre 
park located in the Village of Lowell, 
where Lowell Octoberfest takes place ev-
ery year. The weekend festivities include 
live entertainment, flea market, beer gar-
den, and a raffle of handmade items. The 
festival offers a variety of German food, 
including its crowd-favorite potato salad.

OHIO RIVER STERNWHEEL FESTIVAL
740-373-5178 | sternwheel.org
PO Box 2109 Marietta, Ohio 45750
A 50 year tradition, this weekend festival 
honors the era when Sternwheel boats 
transported goods on the Ohio River. 
Includes sternwheeler races, car show, chil-
dren’s activities, live entertainment all three 
days and the best fireworks in the land.  
Free to the public.

RIVERS, TRAILS & ALES 
In August, discover why Marietta has 
become a leading destination for outdoor ad-
venture. The Rivers, Trails and Ales Festival 
features a weekend of biking and paddling 
events for all ages and skill levels. Enthusi-
asts can participate in group rides and pad-
dles, scavenger hunts, demos, and lessons. 
Cap off a day of outdoor activity with live 
music and craft ales from an outdoor beer 
garden and various downtown venues. 

WASHINGTON COUNTY FAIRS
Washington County is home to three fairs 
which celebrate the county’s rich agricul-
tural history. The Washington County Fair 
is held in Marietta and takes place the week 
of Labor Day. A parade kicks off a week of 
demolition derbies, horse shows, and rides. 
Homemade noodles, pie, and lemon shakes 
are staples at the Waterford Community 
Fair each August. In Barlow, stroll under 
the beautiful covered bridge and into Ohio’s 
oldest independent fair.

BEVERLY/WATERFORD
SWEET CORN FESTIVAL
The Beverly-Waterford Sweet Corn Festival, 
held annually at Dodge Park in Beverly offers 
family fun with live entertainment, deli-
cious sweet corn, and activities for all ages. 
Celebrate community spirit in this charming 
riverside village.

Belpre Homecoming

Join the Celebration in Ohio’s First Adventure

A
nnual Celebrations

Rivers, Trails and Ales Festival
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2026 Events
Catch Every Moment in Ohio’s First Adventure
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Tracking time and the 
changing seasons has long 
been a human priority, a tradition 
that predates the region’s first pioneer settlers. 
When soldiers of the First American Regiment began 
building Fort Harmar in 1785, and when pioneers arrived in 1788, 
they did not realize that Marietta’s landscape already contained a built-in calendar formed by ancient 
earthworks. Around 2,000 years ago, the Adena culture constructed conical burial mounds, including 
the 35-foot-high Conus Mound in today’s Mound Cemetery. Later, the Hopewell culture incorporated 
Conus into a larger complex of earthen walls, platform mounds, and circular mounds. These struc-
tures, working in harmony with natural landforms, were designed in part to track the rising and setting 
sun during the summer and winter solstices. Each year, hundreds still gather at Sacra Via Park and the 
Quadranaou platform mound to witness the winter solstice, sharing an experience once observed by the 
area’s earliest inhabitants. Visitors can explore surviving elements of this earthwork calendar—Conus, 
Quadranaou, and Capitolium mounds—preserved for future generations.

The Castle - Coming Alive Cemetery Tour.
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JANUARY
17..................... Ice Festival – 12–6 p.m.
17..................... Music for Main Street: The 90’s 8 p.m. 
20:.................... Cash Mob – 5:30 p.m., meet at Gateway Park
22..........................Dom Flemons – Gathering Place Marietta College 6 p.m.

FEBRUARY
6...........................First Friday – Cupid Shuffle (5–9 p.m.)
7...........................All Ages History Camp (The Castle)
19.........................Third Thursdays - The Castle: Student Research Feature
21.........................Cash Mob – 5:30 p.m. meet at Gateway Park
27.........................Susan Werner – Alma McDonough Auditorium 6 p.m.
28.........................Bar Crawl – Classic TV Theme (6–10 p.m.)

MARCH
6....................... First Friday – Golden Age of Hollywood (5–9 p.m.)
7....................... The Castle’s School of Magic & Wizardry
17..................... Food History (The Castle)
17..................... Cash Mob – 5:30 p.m. at Gateway Park
20–21............... 33rd River City Blues Festival
21..................... Spring Shop Hop – 11 a.m.–4 p.m.
25..................... Battle Hymn – An American Special Movie
	 Screening & Red-Carpet Event – Peoples Bank Theatre

APRIL 
3....................... First Friday – Happy Birthday Marietta! (5–9 p.m.)
4....................... Spring Tea (The Castle)
16..................... Third Thursdays - The Castle: Community Day &
	 Volunteer Fair
21..................... Cash Mob – 5:30 p.m. at Gateway Park
25..................... Marietta Main Street “Our Town Scavenger Hunt”
	 2-4 p.m. 

MAY
1....................... First Friday – Garden Party (5–9 p.m.)
16..................... Wine & Chocolate Walk – 12–5 p.m.
19..................... Cash Mob – 5:30 p.m. meet at Gateway Park
23..................... Sternwheel Festival 5K Run
23–24............... Historic Marietta Tour of Homes (The Castle)

JUNE
5....................... First Friday – Parrot Head Party (5–9 p.m.)
16..................... Cash Mob – 5:30 p.m. meet at Gateway Park
18..................... Third Thursdays with The Castle: Summer Solstice
	 Celebration
20..................... Summer Shop Hop – 11 a.m.–4 p.m.
27..................... Cemetery Tours: Mound Cemetery Patriots Tour 
	 (The Castle)

JULY
3....................... First Friday – Public Art (5–9 p.m.)
4....................... Beverly 4th of July fireworks 10 p.m. 
6–10................. History Camp: Expansion & Change 1820–1840 
	 (The Castle)
13–16............... Archaeology Camp (The Castle)
18..................... #mymarietta Music Festival – 12 p.m.–11 p.m.
18..................... Cemetery Tours (The Castle)
21..................... Cash Mob – 5:30 p.m. meet at Gateway Park
24–26............... Harmar Days Festival
27–30............... Archaeology Field School (The Castle)

	 AUGUST
5....................... Princess Ivy’s Adventure (The Castle)
6–9................... Belpre Homecoming – Civitan Park
6–9................... Rivers, Trails, and Ales Festival – Muskingum Park
7....................... First Friday – Rivers, Trails & Ales (5–9 p.m.)
13–16............... Waterford Fair
18..................... Cash Mob – 5:30 p.m. meet at Gateway Park
20..................... Third Thursdays with The Castle: 
	 A Day in the Life – The Davis Family 1888
25..................... Food History (The Castle)
29..................... Coming Alive Cemetery Tour (The Castle)

	 SEPTEMBER
4....................... First Friday – Back to School (5–9 p.m.)
5–8................... Washington County Fair
5....................... Washington County Fair Parade
11–13............... Ohio River Sternwheel Festival – Ohio River Levee
15..................... Cash Mob – 5:30 p.m. meet at Gateway Park
20..................... 5th Annual Food Truck Fall Festival
24..................... Fall Fest (The Castle)
30-4.................. Barlow Fair

	 OCTOBER
2....................... First Friday – Wicked Walkabout (5–9 p.m.)
3–4................... Lowell Octoberfest
10..................... Dachshund Derby – 12:00 p.m.
10..................... Cultural Caravan Bus Tour (The Castle)
15.......................Third Thursdays - The Castle: Local History Discussion
16..................... Ghost Tours (The Castle)
17..................... Ghost Tours (The Castle)
17:.................... Cemetery Tours: Marietta College Homecoming
	 (The Castle)
17..................... Fall Shop Hop – 11 a.m.–4 p.m.
20..................... Cash Mob – 5:30 p.m. meet at Gateway Park 
23..................... Ghost Tours (The Castle)

	 NOVEMBER
6....................... First Friday – Flannel Fest (5–9 p.m.)
6....................... Recycle the Cheer – 5–7 p.m. Armory Lawn
13..................... Bar Crawl – Friday the 13th Theme (6–10 p.m.)
17..................... Cash Mob – 5:30 p.m. meet at Gateway Park
21..................... Night at the Museum (The Castle)
21..................... Merry-Etta Tree Lighting – Armory Lawn, 6 p.m.
28..................... Small Business Saturday – All Day Downtown
28..................... Merry-Etta Lighted Christmas Parade – 6 p.m.,
	 Downtown Marietta
29..................... Beverly Christmas Parade 6 p.m. 
29..................... Santa House – 6–8 p.m., East Muskingum Park
29..................... Lighting of the Holiday Tree Walk – 6 p.m., 
	 East Muskingum Park

	 DECEMBER
4....................... First Friday – Moonlight Madness (5–10 p.m.)
10..................... Victorian Christmas Tours (The Castle)
12..................... Santa House – 1–3 p.m., East Muskingum Park
12..................... Loft Tours 6-10 p.m. 
12..................... Christmas Tea and Tour (The Castle)
15..................... Cash Mob – 5:30 p.m. meet at Gateway Park
17..................... Victorian Christmas Tours (The Castle)
19..................... Victorian Christmas Tours (The Castle)
21..................... Solstice Watch (The Castle)
1–31................. Belpre Holiday Lights – Civitan Park

Scan QR code for up-to-date Marietta Event calendar.
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Explore the Outdoors
Outdoor Adventures Await: 

Discover Ohio’s First Adventure in Washington County
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Many activities we 
consider outdoor recreation 
today were once part of daily life for 
the region’s earliest settlers. Camping, stay-
ing in log cabins, and riding horseback trails now offer 
enjoyable ways to experience nature while connecting with our 
pioneer and patriot ancestors. Hiking trails throughout the county provide opportunities to enjoy sce-
nic landscapes and wildlife in every season, especially in autumn when colorful foliage mirrors scenes 
witnessed centuries ago. Rivers, lakes, and streams that once supplied food and served as transportation 
routes can now be enjoyed at a slower pace by kayak, boat, or from the shoreline while fishing. Histor-
ic waterways may also be explored aboard the Valley Gem sternwheeler in Marietta or during tours of 
Blennerhassett Island from Parkersburg. Special Valley Gem tours and the annual Rivers, Trails, & Ales 
Festival offer rare access to the Muskingum River’s hand-operated locks, built between 1837 and 1841. 
Modern amenities—including golf, biking, motorcycle touring, and water park attractions—round out 
an outdoor family destination that blends history with adventure.
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BROUGHTON NATURE PARK- 
MUSKINGUM WATERSHED  
CONSERVANCY DISTRICT 
740-374-9396
639 State Route 821, Marietta Ohio 45750
Discover 800-acres of natural habitat: 
explore miles of hiking and mountain-bike 
trails, scenic ponds, and peaceful wooded 
areas. With disc golf, cross-country cours-
es and picnic shelters, it’s a vibrant hub for 
outdoor education, recreation, and nature 
connection. The beautiful event center is 
perfect for your next event or wedding.

BOORD STATE NATURE PRESERVE
1910 Fall Run Road, Cutler, OH 45724
Boord State Nature Preserve is one of the best 
examples of a hemlock ravine in Washington 
County. Falls Run cuts through a layer of Perm-
ian-age sandstone to form the heart of this 
preserve which is an eastern hemlock-shroud-
ed stream gorge about 60-80 feet deep 
highlighted by a picturesque waterfall. 

BUCKEYE PARK
740-373-1616 | Mariettaoh.net
113 W Fay Ave, Marietta, OH 45750
The park has softball fields, fishing pond, 
playground, basketball court, archery range, 
volleyball nets and shelters. Restrooms on site.

GUNLOCK PARK
740-373-1616 | Mariettaoh.net
842 Pike Street (located behind Lowe’s)
Marietta, Ohio 45750
Test your skills and meet fellow riders as you 
ride and jump both dirt and paved pump tracks! 
Great space for kids and experienced riders.

KROGER WETLANDS
740-373-1616 | Mariettaoh.net
80 Acme Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
A 14.5 Acre wetland and walking trail. Info 
kiosk located in parking lot with information 
about plant and animal species that can be 
found and a trail map.

MARIETTA ADVENTURE COMPANY
740-538-0801 | mariettaadventurecompany.com
219  Second Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
A full-service bicycle and kayak shop with a 
large inventory of multiple top brands. Also 
offering bicycle/kayak rentals and repairs on 
all makes & models of bikes. Call or visit us 
online for more info!

MARIETTA AQUATIC CENTER
740-373-2445 | Mariettaoh.net
233 Pennsylvania Ave., Marietta, Ohio 45750
Fun for all ages. A state-of-the-art, handi-
capped-accessible facility featuring a splash 
pool, lazy river, water slides, lap pool, bath 
house, concessions and more.

MARIETTA ARBORETUM
740-373-1616 | Mariettaoh.net
700 Block Of Third Street To Muskingum River, 
Marietta, Ohio 45750
A public park dedicated to native and 
specimen tree species. Trees are arranged 
in groves. The Arboretum contains over 170 
trees representing 85 different species.

MARIETTA BOAT RAMP
740-373-1616 | Mariettaoh.net
Indian Acres Park (off of Muskingum Drive) 
Marietta, Ohio 45750
Enjoy the city’s recreational park by the 
Muskingum River offering a boat ramp, base-
ball fields, skate park facilities, and bike path.

MARIETTA HARBOR
740-371-7600 | Find us on Facebook
1 Butler Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
A municipal marina that sits at the conflu-
ence of the Ohio and Muskingum Rivers. The 
Harbor offers concessions, souvenirs, pon-
toon rentals, restrooms and shower facilities.

MUSKINGUM RIVER WATER TRAIL
ohiodnr.gov
A National Historic Civil Engineering Land-
mark, this 160-year-old navigation system 
and its 10 hand-operated locks are con-
sidered one of America’s great engineering 
accomplishments.

OHIO RIVER ISLANDS NATIONAL  
WILDLIFE REFUGE
304-375-2923
Fws.gov/Refuge/Ohio_river_islands
3982 Waverly Road, Williamstown, WV 26187
The refuge protects habitat for wildlife along 
362 miles of the Ohio River and features 
hiking, wildlife observation, fishing, hunting, 
and a visitor center.

NORTH COUNTRY NATIONAL SCENIC TRAIL
northcountrytrail.org
A national hiking trail stretching from New 
York to North Dakota, it covers 7 miles of 
scenic beauty through historical and cultural 
portions of Marietta.

RIVERTRAIL BIKE AND PEDESTRIAN PATH
740-373-1616 | Mariettaoh.net
Walmart to Indian Acres Park
Beginning on the Ohio River Levee, the trail 
winds through historic downtown connecting 
many parks and scenic attractions, ending at 
the Marietta Aquatic Center.

SKATEBOARD PARK, INDIAN ACRES PARK
740-373-1616 | Mariettaoh.net 
147 Linwood Ave, Marietta, OH 45750
This 5,000 sq. ft. concrete park features a 
large bowl with a cradle, “volcano” structure 
and a small street section. No bicycles al-
lowed on Skate Park please. Open to public

VETO LAKE
St. Rt. 339, Ohio Division of Wildlife District 
4, Vincent, Ohio 45784
Picturesque 160-acre lake with 6 miles of 
shoreline, boat ramp, parking, courtesy dock. 
10-HP restriction. Supports largemouth 
bass, spotted bass, bluegill, redear sunfish, 
channel catfish, and saugeye populations.

WAYNE NATIONAL FOREST
740-373-9055 | fs.usda.gov/wayne
27750 State Route 7, Marietta, OH 45750
The Marietta unit of the Wayne NF is espe-
cially known for its abundant and spectacular 
overlooks of the Ohio River.
Over 90 miles of trails, including mountain 
biking, hiking, horseback riding, a 51-foot 
natural bridge, birdwatching, campsites, river 
access and much more.

Explore the O
utdoors
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Birding the County 
Explore rivers, woods and wetlands for birds
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In 2025 Bruce Wunderlich completed a Washington 
County “Big Year” photographing 177 species of 
birds in Washington County.

Bird watching in 
Washington County, Ohio, 
offers a rewarding way to connect 
with nature in a landscape that has shaped 
America’s story for more than two centuries. As the 
nation approaches its 250th anniversary, the rivers, rolling hills, 
forests, and small towns of this region tell a quieter but equally important story—one of exploration, 
settlement, and the enduring relationship between people and the land. Located along the Ohio and 
Muskingum rivers and within the foothills of Appalachia, Washington County remains a place where na-
ture thrives, making it a great destination for birding throughout the year. Spring and fall bring waves of 
warblers, vireos, and thrushes, summer offers breeding songbirds and raptors, and winter reveals hardy 
species such as woodpeckers, nuthatches, and finches that keep birding active even on colder days.

From Meriwether Lewis’ Journal (Lewis & Clark Corps of Discovery)- Sept. 13, 1803 entry written about 
his stop at Marietta: “Reached Marietta; stayed the night. Observed many passenger pigeons passing 
over. Flocks were so large that they obscured the sun.”
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Washington County is home 
to some of the best birding 
hotspots. But incredible sight-
ings aren’t confined to just 
these specific locations. 

Wayne National Forest - Newell’s Run 
Mouth: located southwest of Newport, Ohio, 
off State Route 7, is a prime bird-watching 
spot. The area’s diverse habitats, including 
open water and woodlands, attract a variety 
of waterbirds, songbirds, and raptors, espe-
cially during migration. A total of 183 species 
have been reported here.

Veto Lake Wildlife Area: This 160-acre pub-
lic lake, managed by the Ohio Department of 
Natural Resources, is ideal for birdwatching. 
With calm waters limited to 10-horsepower 
boat motors and varied habitats, it attracts 
167 species, including waterfowl, herons, 
and songbirds. Located at Lake Road, 
Belpre, OH.

Wayne National Forest - Leith Run 
Recreation Area: The area boasts diverse 
habitats, including river wetlands and 
hillside forests, making it an ideal spot for 
birdwatching. Birdwatchers can enjoy both 
water-edge and woodland species, with 
easy access to a “watchable wildlife” area 
featuring a paved path and boardwalk. Trails 
like the Scenic River Trail lead to overlooks, 
supporting over 150 reported bird species. 
Newport, OH.

Kroger Wetlands: Explore the 14.5-acre 
Kroger Wetlands behind Kroger in Marietta. 
Enjoy a 1-mile walking trail with a footbridge, 
open year-round from dawn to dusk. The 
area is home to 146 species.

The Ohio River Islands National Wildlife 
Refuge Visitor Center: The refuge along 
the Ohio River offers great opportunities to 
see ospreys, eagles, migratory waterfowl, 
and spring and fall warblers. It has three 
well-maintained trails: Birds and Butterflies 
Trail (0.1 miles), Upland Trail (1.2 miles), and 
Riverview Trail (0.7 miles). A total of 193 
species have been reported. Location: 3982 
Waverly-Williamstown Road, Williamstown, 
West Virginia.

Broughton Nature and Wildlife Education 
Area: The wildlife area spans over 500 acres 
and features five miles of marked trails. It is 
open for wildlife and environmental studies 
by groups and individuals. This educational 
space includes two ponds, a natural stream, 
a waterfall, and undisturbed nature, located 
about one mile from Marietta. A total of 135 
species have been reported. Address: 619 
OH 821, Marietta, OH.

Ohio Riverfront Park : (Marietta) stretches 
along the Ohio River to the mouth of the 
Muskingum River and features a nearly 
4-mile paved walking trail that follows along 
both rivers. 128 species reported.

Devola Lock and Dam #2: is recognized as 
a bird-watching hotspot with 127 species 
recorded. The river corridor, adjacent 
woodlands, and the tailwater areas be-
low the dam create a mix of habitats that 
attract waterfowl, raptors, songbirds, and 
shorebirds. Great eagle watching location 
especially in winter months. Location: River 
Road Marietta, OH.

Oak Grove Cemetery: (Marietta), this wood-
ed area with mature trees and shady lanes 
offers a peaceful atmosphere, making it a 
great spot for birdwatching. About 121 bird 
species have been recorded here, thanks to 
the combination of old trees, gravestones, 
and minimal disturbance. This location is at 
the intersection of 8th St. and Wooster St., 
Marietta, OH.

Civitan Park: Belpre is an excellent spot 
for birdwatching along the river and near 
a small pond. Known for family recreation, 
it also supports 118 bird species due to its 
diverse habitats. Visit at 1500 Blennerhassett 
Ave., Belpre, OH.

Boord State Nature Preserve: This 127-acre 
preserve features a deep hemlock-lined 
gorge along Falls Run, mixed hardwood 
forests, and red pine plantations. Its varied 
terrain, including moist ravines and cooler 
microclimates, provides habitat for 115 bird 
species, especially during migration. The 
address is 175 Falls Run Rd., Cutler, OH.

Mound Cemetery: This historic green space 
in downtown Marietta, established in 1801 
around the Conus Mound, primarily serves 
as a cemetery but also offers mature trees 
and open grass areas that create a habitat 
for birds, especially songbirds. It’s an easy 
stop for birdwatchers looking to observe 
a variety of species—115 in total—without 
venturing to remote preserves. The location 
is at 5th and Scammel streets, Marietta, OH.

Wayne National Forest Kinderhook Trail: 
This area offers diverse habitats in one out-
ing. For birders wanting to move away from 
river corridor birding, this site provides a 
woodland setting that contrasts nicely with 
lowland and wetland spots. It’s especially 
useful for spotting forest-interior or ridge-
top species. The full loop is 5.5 miles, but 
shorter segments are available. A total of 
115 bird species have been reported here. 
Address: C244, Newport, OH. 
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Worm-eating warbler

Red-headed woodpecker
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Ohio River Sternwheel Festival
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Celebrate the Season in Ohio’s First Adventure
Winter Enchantment

Marietta Tree Lighting
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Winter in Marietta and 
Washington County sparkles 
with a magic that feels straight out of 
a storybook. As the season settles in, historic 
streets glow with twinkling lights, towering Christmas 
trees, and beautifully decorated storefronts that invite you to slow 
down and soak it all in. From festive tree lightings and cheerful parades to concerts, shopping, and dazzling 
light displays, the holidays here are filled with warmth, wonder, and small-town charm. Families gather, 
friends reconnect, and visitors quickly discover why winter is one of the most enchanting times to be 
here. Whether you’re strolling through downtown, enjoying seasonal events, or capturing that perfect 
holiday photo beneath the lights, Marietta feels alive with celebration. Today’s winter traditions are joy-
ful, welcoming, and full of heart-creating memories as magical as the season itself and setting the stage 
for the stories that came before.



There are few things that bring 
back fonder childhood mem-
ories in the Mid-Ohio Valley 
than walking in the snow on a 
cold winter night and visiting 
the local parks and store-
fronts decorated with sparkling 
lights, carolers, and Christmas 
trees. For the early pioneers of 
Washington County, however, 
winter reminiscences usually 
either harkened back to times 
of adversity, hardship, and 
perseverance, or they evoked a 

sense of thanksgiving for the 
blessings of family and friends 
they had in later years. One of 
our original 48 pioneers (and 
first teacher in Marietta), Major 
Anselm Tupper, would undoubt-
edly have recalled a Christmas 
night blizzard in 1776. At age 
13, having already experienced 
a year and a half of combat, 
he boarded a boat that crossed 
the ice-choked Delaware Riv-
er with General Washington in 
order to attack the Hessians at 
Trenton. Some early settlers had 
personally endured the horrific 
privation and suffering at Val-
ley Forge, while others had lost 
family members and friends 

there. Many of the early wom-
en and children who came here 
would have fondly recalled their 
neighbor across the Ohio Riv-
er, Isaac Williams (namesake 
of Williamstown, WV), giving 
their poor family free bushels 
of corn in order to survive that 
first winter here on the western 
frontier. Today, you will join 
us to enjoy wintery activities, 
like viewing the First Friday ice 
sculptures or seeking that per-
fect gift for a hard-to-shop-for 
family member at the various 
stores throughout the county. 
We know you will create won-
derful, lasting memories here  
as well.

Tyson Whistler - Marietta Ice Festival

W
inter Enchantm

ent
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Celebrate the Season in Ohio’s First Adventure

Belpre Holiday Lights

Winter Memories: From 
Frontier Hardship to 
Holiday Cheer

Major Anselm Tupper 
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Faith and Fellowship 
Find Faith and Community on Your Marietta Adventure

Father Edward, Basilica of St. Mary of The Assumption

W
A

SH
IN

GTON COU
N

T
Y

 

1 7 8 8
As America prepares 
to celebrate its 250th birth-
day, Marietta and Washington County 
stand as places where the nation’s founding 
ideals were lived early and lived boldly. From the  
riverbanks that welcomed pioneers to the neighborhoods that 
grew alongside them, faith has been a source of strength, unity, and purpose for generations. This  
region’s story reflects the broader American promise of religious freedom, where people of many beliefs 
found room to worship, serve, and build community together. Today, historic sanctuaries and active 
congregations remain woven into the landscape, inviting visitors to experience a legacy that is both 
deeply rooted and vibrantly alive. As part of this America 250 Special Edition of the Marietta–Washington 
County Visitors Guide, the story that follows celebrates how faith helped shape this community and why 
it continues to inspire those who call it home and those who come to visit.
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BASILICA OF ST. MARY  
OF THE ASSUMPTION
(740) 373-3643 | stmarysmarietta.org
506 4th St, Marietta, Ohio 45750
The Basilica of the St. Mary of Assumption is 
a stunning, ornate church with a grand struc-
ture, elaborate art, and German handcrafted 
stained-glass masterpieces. The church 
serves as a museum, housing priceless relics 
and exhibits. Tour the church from dawn to 
dusk, being mindful of services.

CROWN OF LIFE EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH (WELS)
740-374-3664 | crownlutheran.org
300 Wooster Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
Our church building is an old and beautiful 
red brick church dating back to 1878. This 
congregation had its beginning in 1983. 
In 1986, this group of Lutheran Christians 
purchased the building and did extensive 
renovations to the facility. The facility is men-
tioned among other historic sights in the old 
section of town. Our Sunday morning service 
is held at 9:30 am. All are welcome. 

FREEDOM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
740-629-4821 
1981 Barnett Ridge Road, Belpre, Ohio 45714
A small group of old fashion Baptist; we be-
lieve that salvation is a personal experience 
by God’s grace through faith, the truth of the 
Bible as God’s word, Christ as the head of 
the church, and God as our creator. Google 
1959 Barnett Ridge Rd to locate us. Come 
worship with us.  

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
740-373-0741 | mariettafirstchurch.org
318 Front Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
Church of the Pioneers. Established Dec. 
6, 1796, a congregation of welcoming and 
compassionate people. Our community gathers 
for worship, Sunday service at 10 a.m. 

PINEHURST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
740-373-1866/ pinehurstchristianchurch.org
20307 State Route 550 Marietta, Ohio 45750
Independent Christian church filled with 
people who love the Lord and each other. 
Sunday School classes for all ages. Sunday 
morning worship service with a mix of tradi-
tional and contemporary music. Wednesday 
evening Bible Study. Nursery/childcare ser-
vices. Fellowship activities/opportunities for 
all ages. We’d love to have you join us!

First Congregational Church

Faith and Fellow
ship

Religion was an important 
component of the lives of the 
early pioneer settlement. Holding 
regular services in the north-
west blockhouse of the Campus 
Martius civilian fortification, 
the Ohio Company of Associates 
hired Boston-born minister, 
Rev. Daniel Story, to tend to the 
spiritual needs of all of the early 
Marietta and Washington County 
settlers. The brother of Boston 
Tea Party participant, Dr. Elisha 
Story, and uncle of the future 
Supreme Court justice Joseph 
Story (he wrote the majority 
opinion in the groundbreaking 
anti-slavery case involving the 
ship, Amistad), Daniel Story was 
called upon to serve those of all 
Protestant denominations in 
the area. During the Indian War 
(1791-1794), and at great peril to 
his life, Rev. Daniel would travel 
by canoe to Farmer’s Castle to 
preach to the Belpre communi-
ty once every month. He did the 
same at Fort Frye. During that 
time, a devout woman named 
Mary (Bird) Lake, noticed the 
children were not included in the 
services and set about to remedy 
that. She began what is believed 
to be the second Sunday School 
in America, teaching those chil-
dren the Westminster Catechism 
in an effort to provide them with 
religious instruction before be-
coming adults.

On December 6, 1796, he and 
37 other men and women signed 
a covenant forming the First 
Religious Society, otherwise 
known as First Congregational 
Church of Marietta. That de-
nomination is celebrating their 
230th anniversary and counts 
many of the earliest pioneers 
among its founders. As more 
settlers of other denominations 
arrived, Bible study groups were 
formed until a sufficient number 
would break off and form their 
own church (i.e., Unitarians, 
Baptists, Presbyterians, etc.). 
Also of note in our history, a free 
Virginia-born multiracial man, 

John Stewart, who had moved 
to Marietta, was walking down 
2nd Street one evening in the 
early 1800s when he heard the 
sound of singing and decided 
to investigate it. When he ar-
rived at its source, the original 
Methodist Episcopal Church, its 
parishioners invited him inside. 
As his faith grew, John would 

leave his new hometown in 1815 
and became the first Methodist 
missionary in American history, 
to the Wyandot Nation near Lake 
Erie at Sandusky, Ohio.

Today, there are numerous 
churches and religious organiza-
tions throughout the county. The 
churches listed here are partners 
of the visitor bureau.
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Seven Oaks Cabin

Accommodations
Rest Easy:  Your First Adventure Starts Here
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After serving in the French 
and Indian War with the British 
Army, a 38-year-old Virginian led a sur-
veying expedition down the Ohio River. On October 
26, 1770, the future father of our country—George Washing-
ton—camped near the mouth of the Little Muskingum River, east of 
present-day Marietta. With no inns or bed-and-breakfasts available, Washington and his companions 
pitched a tent and fished for their supper. His party included Colonel William Crawford, two Native Amer-
ican scouts from the Six Nations of the Iroquois Confederacy, and several others. Washington was among 
many notable figures who would later pass through what is now Washington County.
Today, travelers enjoy far more comfortable lodging options. Visitors can choose from modern hotel 
chains, historic hotels, bed-and-breakfasts, RV parks, or campgrounds that echo Washington’s frontier 
experience. A plaque dedicated by the Daughters of the American Revolution in 1932 marks the “Washington 
Campsite” near the intersection of Ohio Route 7 and Sandhill Road in Reno, just east of Interstate 77.
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Aldeco Motel
1200 PARK AVENUE 
NEW MATAMORAS, OHIO 45767
740-865-3426

13 No No No No No - No No Yes

Lakeside Motel
18850 STATE ROUTE 60
BEVERLY, OHIO 45715
740-984-2354
LAKESIDEGOLFCOURSE.BIZ

38 No No No No No No Yes No No

Yes Yes No No Yes Yes Yes 100 No14

STOCKPORT MILL INN & RESTAURANT
1995 BROADWAY STREET
STOCKPORT, OHIO  43787
740-559-2822 • STOCKPORTMILL.COM

Rest Easy:  Your First Adventure Starts Here
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BAYMONT BY WYNDHAM
701 PIKE STREET
MARIETTA, OHIO 45750
740-374-9660
WYNDHAMHOTELS.COM

88 No No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Comfort Suites
202 CHERRY TREE LANE 
MARIETTA, OHIO 45750
740-376-1600
COMFORTSUITES.COM/OH588

102 No No In-
door Yes Yes Yes Yes 50 Yes

Fairfield Inn & Suites
200 CHERRY TREE LANE
MARIETTA, OHIO 45750
740-374-3000  
MARRIOTT.CO/PKBFI

104 No No In-
door Yes Yes Yes Yes 10 Yes

Hampton by Hilton 
508 PIKE STREET 
MARIETTA, OHIO 45750
740-373-5353 | 800-HAMPTON
HAMPTONINN.COM

80 No No In-
door Yes Yes Yes Yes - Yes

Holiday Inn Express and 
Suites 
970 PIKE STREET
MARIETTA, OHIO 45750
740-760-1515  
HIEXPRESS.COM/MARIETTAOH

108 No No In-
door Yes Yes Yes Yes 25 Yes

Lafayette Hotel
101 FRONT STREET
MARIETTA, OHIO 45750
740-373-5522  |  800-331-9336 
LAFAYETTEHOTEL.COM

77 Yes Yes No Yes No Yes Yes 500 Yes

Microtel Inn & Suites
506 PIKE STREET
MARIETTA, OHIO 45750
740-373-7373  |  800-771-7171
MICROTEL.COM 

78 No No No Yes Yes Yes Yes 80 No

Red Roof Inn 
702 PIKE STREET 
MARIETTA, OHIO 45750 
740-336-7866  |  REDROOF.COM

48 No No No No No Yes No - Yes

SUPER 8 BY WYNDHAM
46 ACME STREET 
MARIETTA, OHIO 45750
740-374-8888
SUPER8MARIETTAOHIO.COM

61 No No No No Yes Yes Yes No Yes

The Hackett Hotel 
203 SECOND STREET
MARIETTA, OHIO 
740-374-8278
THEHACKETTHOTEL.COM

5 Yes No No No Yes No Yes 150 No

Wingate by Wyndham Marietta 
700 PIKE STREET
MARIETTA, OHIO 45750
740-538-0866 •  
WYNDHAMHOTELS.COM/HOTELS/32554

(extra cost)

(extra cost)

(extra cost)

(extra cost)

Yes No Yes No Yes Yes  Yes  200 Yes120



The Fairfield Inn & Suites by Marriott® gives you confidence 
that your trip will be a success because we consistently 

deliver a hotel experience that’s just right. We provide you 
with just what you need, and skip what you don’t, so travel is 
easy and productive. Take advantage of our complimentary 
amenities including breakfast, in-room high-speed Internet 

and Wi-Fi in the lobby. Enjoy comfortable and spacious guest 
rooms that allow you to work and relax.

200 Cherry Tree Lane, 
Marietta, OH 45750

740-374-3000 
marriott.com/pkbfi

Located off Interstate-77 at Exit 1; 
just make a left off the exit.
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Ashland RV Park
1378 GILMAN AVENUE
MARIETTA, OHIO 45750
740-350-8157  
ASHLANDRVPARK.COM

61 Yes
Water 

Electric 
Sewer

Yes Yes Yes Nearby No No Yes No

Harris RV Park 
25 MERCHANT STREET
NEWPORT, OHIO 45768
304-482-5815  

36 No
Water 

Electric 
Sewer

No No No No No No Yes

Marietta RV Park
819 FRONT STREET
MARIETTA, OHIO 45750
740-373-8201

24 No
Water 

Electric 
Sewer

Yes No Near-
by No No No No Yes

Stockport RV Park
3180 TIEBER ROAD
STOCKPORT, OHIO 43787
304-488-3223 

21 Yes
Water 

Electric 
Sewer

Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes No No

Washington County Fair
922 FRONT STREET
MARIETTA, OHIO 45750
740-373-1347 
WASHCOUNTYFAIR.COM

140 Yes
Water 

Electric 
Sewer

Yes Yes No Nearby No Yes Yes No

Across
Street

ground
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McKenna Lodging
MULTIPLE LOCATIONS
MCKENNALODGING.COM
FIND US ON AIRBNB!

No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

White Tail Crossing 
16571 STATE ROUTE 555
BARTLETT, OHIO 45724
740-551-9714  |  FIND US ON AIRBNB!

No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes2

Seven Oaks Cabin 
16571 STATE ROUTE 555
BARTLETT, OHIO 45724
740-551-9714  |  FIND US ON AIRBNB!

No Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes No No2
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Parkview House
400 FRONT STREET
MARIETTA, OHIO 45750
740-525-1112  |  FIND US ON AIRBNB!

4 No Yes 3 Yes Yes Yes No No Yes Yes

Triple Nickel Getaway LLC 
16571 STATE ROUTE 555
BARTLETT, OHIO 45724
740-551-9714  |  FIND US ON AIRBNB!

2 No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes

101 Front Street, Marietta, OH 45750
800-331-9336 (USA) 
www.lafayettehotel.com

The many historic charms of Marietta are best enjoyed with a touch of 
modern comfort. Fortunately, one hotel offers both 100 years of intriguing 
stories and opportunity for indulgence that’s anything but old-fashioned.
The Lafayette Hotel overlooks the Ohio River and is in the heart of historic 
downtown Marietta. We have 77 unique guest rooms, The Gun Room 
Restaurant, the Riverfront Bar & Grill, the Cafe Lafayette, and beautiful 
banquet facilities. Come stay with us!  W

e many historic charms of Marietta are best enjoyed with a touch of 

A
ccom

m
odations
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Marietta Mayor  Josh Schlicher
Marietta City Hall

Fuel Your Next Adventure with Marietta’s top Services
Essential Services 
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From its founding, 
Marietta and Washing-
ton County were supported by an 
innovative network of essential services and 
businesses. In May 1788, General James Mitchell Varnum 
arrived in Marietta accompanied by Dr. Solomon Drowne,  
former surgeon of the 1st Rhode Island “Black” Regiment, and nurse Mary (Gardner) Owen, the area’s 
first female pioneer settler. Owen’s experience treating smallpox proved critical during a serious out-
break in 1790, saving much of the community. David Putnam, grandson of Revolutionary War hero Israel 
Putnam, opened the region’s first bank in his Harmar home, while settlers established early libraries in 
Belpre and Marietta, including the famed “Coonskin Library,” funded through fur trading. Education was 
also a priority: Major Anselm Tupper taught the first school in the Northwest Territory, and Bathsheba Rouse 
became its first female teacher. Before the Civil War, Catherine (Fay) Ewing founded the first children’s 
home for orphaned and underprivileged youth. Together, these pioneers established a legacy of care,  
education, and entrepreneurship that continues to shape the community today.
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ADVANTAGE REAL ESTATE
740-374-7325 | advantagerealestatemov.com
103 Putnam Street Marietta, Ohio 45750
Advantage Real Estate has been in the real 
estate services business in Washington 
County, Ohio and Wood County, WV real es-
tate markets for many successful years and 
will be here for many more. This longevity 
and confidence comes from our real estate 
services to a great many buyers and sellers, 
and their recommendations to others that 
result in repeat and referral business that 
keeps us productive and successful.  

ARMORY SQUARE INC 
241 Front Street, Marietta Ohio 45750
 Armory Square is a multi-use community 
center and houses the Marietta - Washing-
ton County Visitor Center, Marietta Main 
Street and the Ohio River Scenic Byway 
Visitor Center. The board of Armory Square 
Inc. is selling bricks, engraved by Miller 
Memorials on Colgate Drive here in Marietta, 
with the name and rank of the veteran to be 
displayed in the Veterans walk of Honor.

BELPRE AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
740 423-8934 
713 Park Dr, Belpre, OH 45714
The Belpre Area Chamber of Commerce 
promotes economic growth and community 
engagement in Belpre, Ohio. Supporting local 
businesses, hosting events, and fostering 
partnerships, the Chamber enhances quality 
of life and drives success in the region’s 
vibrant business community.

BETSEY MILLS CLUB
740-373-4981 | betsymills.club
300 Fourth Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
The Betsey Mills Club is a historical landmark 
in our community and has been helping wom-
en, families, and children for over 100 years.  
Betsey Mills offers a variety of programs and 
services to reach many residents of Washing-
ton County. Pool Therapy, Warm Water Ar-
thritis Workout, and Yoga are just a few of the 
many health enhancement programs available 
at the Betsey.  Programs also include a state 
licensed Day Care and Preschool Center, Red 
Cross Authorized swim lessons, and classes 
for all ages.  Rooms are also available for 
meetings, special events and classes. 

CAMBRIDGE/GUERNSEY COUNTY  
VISITORS & CONVENTION BUREAU
800-933-5480 | visitguernseycounty.com
627 Wheeling Ave., Suite 200 Cambridge, 
Ohio 43725
Home of Salt Fork State Park, Seneca Lake, 
Living Word Outdoor Drama, Mosser Glass 
and Dickens Victorian Village. Located only 
45 minutes from Marietta at intersection of 
I-70 and I-77. 

CENTURY 21 FULL SERVICE REALTY
740-374-8900 | c21mov.com
115 2nd Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
Highly dedicated real estate professionals 
who strive to build meaningful relationships 
with our customers, clients, agents, employ-
ees and the communities we serve. Currently 
servicing Washington, Morgan, Athens, No-
ble and Monroe counties in Ohio and Wood, 
Pleasants, Ritchie, Jackson, Wirt, Roane and 
Kanawha counties in West Virginia. 

CLASSIC BRANDS, ATHENS
740-774-2831 | classicbrandsoh.com
656 Hospital Road, Chillicothe, Ohio 45601
At Classic Brands-Budweiser, we’re proud 
of our heritage and legacy of providing 
top-quality beers throughout Ross County 
and surrounding areas. 

ENGLES NATURAL HEALING & MASSAGE
740-434-8195 | englesnaturalhealing.com
121 Greene Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
We have been providing the Mid-Ohio Valley 
with high quality Natural Healing through 
massage therapy and similar natural treatments. 
Don’t waste your time in places that are only 
concerned about your next appointment, visit us 
for a unique visit each time resulting in Natural 
Healing. 

GRAND POINTE CONFERENCE CENTER 
304-295-7007 | Grandpointecenter.com
1500 Grand Central Avenue, Suite 118
Vienna, WV 26105
When planning a special event or business 
meeting, you need an event center that will 
cater to your every need. Turn to the Mid-
Ohio Valley’s Largest full-service venue.
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HAYES INSURANCE
740-373-2347 | hayesdonnelly.com
202 Union Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
Family-owned and operated professional firm 
for four generations. Continuity of ownership, 
practical knowledge of Southeastern Ohio’s 
people, businesses and special circumstances 
are your assurance that Hayes’ agents will 
present you with realistic options for protec-
tion. The Hayes agency offers insurance for 
homes of all types, farms, automobiles, trucks, 
recreational vehicles, watercraft and related 
coverage options. Our commercial insurance 
experience extends to manufacturing and dis-
tributing, contracting, retailing, small business 
and professional firms. 

ITECH SOLUTIONS
740-373-7525 | itechwv.com
206 Putnam Street Marietta, Ohio 45750
Largest locally owned managed technology
solutions company servicing the Mid-Ohio 
Valley offering IT, Print, Security Alarm and 
Locksmithing solutions since 2001. iTech is 
your Tech!

MARIETTA COLLEGE
740-376-4600 | marietta.edu
215 5th Street Marietta, Ohio 45750
Located in the heart of Marietta, the College 
and town have grown up together. Ranked 
as the #1 Best Value College in Ohio by 
Niche, Marietta College’s generous financial 
assistance helps make a high-quality, private 
education possible, while top-ranked under-
graduate and graduate programs prepare its 
1,100 students to make a difference wherever 
life takes them.  

VISIT GREATER PARKERSBURG 
304-428-1130 | Greatparkersburg.com 
113 Ann Street Parkersburg, WV 26101
Greater Parkersburg is a welcoming Ohio 
River community offering historic charm, 
riverfront attractions, outdoor recreation, and 
a variety of dining, shopping, and cultural 
experiences in the Mid-Ohio Valley.

MARIETTA AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
740-373-5176 | Mariettachamber.com  
100 Front St, Suite 200 Marietta, Ohio 45750
Providing information and resources for new 
and well-established businesses. Relocation 
packets for individuals and companies avail-
able upon request. 

MARIETTA OFFICE SUPPLY 
740-373-6984
210 Acme Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
Marietta Office Supply and Parkersburg Office 
Supply are the Mid-Ohio Valley’s premier pro-
viders of office furniture, both new and scratch-
and-dent, along with promotional products, and 
restaurant, janitorial, and breakroom supplies. 
We also offer professional printing, laminating, 
and binding services, comprehensive I-9 and 
onboarding solutions. 

MORRISON INC
740-373-5869 | morrisonhvac.com
410 Colegate Drive, Marietta, Ohio. 45750
When you need reliable, professional HVAC 
service in the Mid-Ohio Valley, trust the team 
at Morrison, inc. in Marietta, Ohio. We are the 
smart choice as an air conditioning and heating 
contractor for both residential, commercial and 
industrial construction, service and replace-
ment projects. We are a Factory Authorized 
Bryant HVAC systems and Generac residential 
generator sales and service dealer.

MUSKINGUM VALLEY BEVERLY  
WATERFORD CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
740-984-8259 531 5th St, Beverly, OH 45715
The Muskingum Valley Beverly-Waterford 
Chamber of Commerce supports local busi-
nesses and fosters community growth in the 
scenic Muskingum Valley. Through events, 
networking, and advocacy, the Chamber en-
hances economic development and strength-
ens connections in Beverly, Waterford, and 
surrounding areas.  Meets the first Wed of 
each month at noon in the firehall in Beverly. 

THE MARIETTA TIMES
740-373-2121 | mariettatimes.com
P.O Box 761 Parkersburg, WV, 26102
The Marietta Times brings you the latest in-
formation on the Marietta area, by reporting 
first-hand experiences and helpful insight 
into the Marietta area.

PEOPLES BANK
800-374-6123 | peoplesbancorp.com
138 Putnam Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
Headquartered in Marietta, Ohio since 1902 
with full service bank branches in Ohio, West 
Virginia, Kentucky, Virginia, Washington D.C 
and Maryland. Our vision is to be the Best 
Community Bank in America. Making an 
impact in our local communities is a big part 
of what makes Peoples Bank different. 

RIVER CITY DENTAL GROUP
740-373-1826 | dentistmariettaoh.com
124 Third Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
At River City Dental we strive to develop 
lifelong relationships with our patients by 
combining the latest technology with our 
professional and compassionate staff to 
meet your dental needs. 

SCHWENDEMAN AGENCY, INC.
740-373-6793 | schwendeman.com
109 Putnam Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
The Schwendeman Agency inc. is a 
third-generation, independent agency, 
serving the insurance, planning and financial 
service needs of businesses and individuals 
throughout Ohio and West Virginia. Our 
company was founded more than 90 years 
ago with simple fundamental principles. 
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Peoples Bank (w/logo)® is a federally registered service mark of Peoples Bank.

PROUD TO BE YOUR 
HOMETOWN BANK 
SINCE 1902

HAPPY 250TH BIRTHDAY USA! 

PEBO.COM



SOUTHEASTERN OHIO PORT AUTHORITY
740-760-0158 | seohioport.com
223 Putnam Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
Enhancing the economic environment in 
Washington County through leadership and 
collaborative, innovative partnerships to 
retain existing jobs, recruit new companies, 
and redevelop sites in order to provide a 
growing, vibrant economy. 

THE CITIZENS BANK
740-373-3600 | thecitizens.com
110 Second Street, Marietta, Ohio 45750
What’s the best part about banking with a com-
munity bank? Getting the quality service you 
need with the personal attention you deserve! 
At The Citizens Bank Company we can service 
all of your banking needs; from lending services, 
deposit and savings accounts, certificate of 
deposits, safe deposit boxes and more! We 
have been serving the Mid-Ohio Valley for over 
154 years, stop by and visit any one of our 5 
locations today. 

THEISEN BROCK, LPA
740-373-5455 | theisenbrock.com
424 Second Street, Marietta, Ohio. 45750
At Theisen Brock we strive to represent our 
clients in a professional and zealous manner.  
No two clients are alike, and it is our mission 
to address each client’s specific needs in the 
manner that best suits the circumstances.  
Our clients know that they are in good hands 
when they walk into our office and that we 
will employ every resource available to us to 
achieve a positive result. 

MARIETTA MAIN STREET
740-885-8194 | mariettamainstreet.org
241 Front Street Suite 9, Marietta, OH 45750
Bringing people together to enjoy, enhance, 
and preserve downtown Marietta.

THE VAULT 
740-538-0857
301 2nd Street, Marietta Ohio 45750
The Vault is located on Second Street in historic 
downtown Marietta. The Vault was built in 1928 
as the Citizens Bank. Rich in history, this venue 
is an exceptional choice for couples that envision 
a romantic, elegant, and timeless experience for 
everyone like no other in the area. The Vault has 
also hosted Special Birthdays, Employee Parties, 
Political events, Fundraisers, Proms, Retirement, 
entertainment, as well as Weddings and their 
after parties. If you can dream it up, together we 
can make it happen.

THE TOWER EVENT & CONFERENCE CENTER 
740-629-4433 | towerevents.com
400 Tennis Center Drive, Marietta Ohio 45750
Elevate your event and experience this ma-
jestic and versatile event center in Marietta, 
Ohio. The small hall is an ideal space for 
meetings and intimate events while the 
stately, large hall provides a sophistication 
catering to conventions, dinners and other 
large gatherings. Conveniently located near 
the interstate and downtown hotels, The 
Tower offers onsite parking and state-of-the 
art sound and lighting. With an occupancy 
of over 1000 people, The Tower is the ideal 
location to accommodate your next event.

WASHINGTON COUNTY CAREER CENTER 
740-373-2766 | thecareercenter.net
21740 State Route 676 Marietta, Ohio 45750
Washington County Career Center – where we 
inspire and empower all to dream, believe, and 
achieve great things! In both high school and 
postsecondary programming, students here 
engage in hands-on training, earn industry-rec-
ognized credentials, and prepare for the world 
of work in opportunities locally and nationwide.

WASHINGTON COUNTY 
VETERANS COMMISSION
740-568-9009 | wcvsc.com
706 Pike Street, Suite 1, Marietta, Ohio 45750
Advocate for and empower Veterans and 
their families by providing guidance, resourc-
es, immediate financial assistance and access 
to benefits both Federal and State. Advice 
and assistance when applying for claims, 
benefits or entitlements from federal, state, 
or local agencies. Our Veterans Benefits 
Specialist act as the veteran’s liasion to the 
Department of Veterans Affairs. We provide 
transportation services for Veterans to out of 
county VA Medical appointments. In addition, 
we help with Veteran burial benefits, honor 
programs, military retirement, VA Healthcare 
eligibility and short-term financial assistance. 

Essential Services
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LEARN MORE AT:   GreaterParkersburg.com | 304.428.1130 or 800.752.4982

ON THE BANKS OF THE 
OHIO RIVER, AMERICA’S 
FIRST FRONTIER.

Explore Parkersburg: 
Don’t just read about history – experience it in Parkersburg. 

Ride the Island Belle sternwheeler down the Ohio River to explore 
the dramatic past and scandalous backstory of Blennerhassett 
Island. Take a guided tour of the reconstructed mansion or a 
narrated horse-drawn wagon ride.

Enjoy a leisurely self-guided walking tour of ornately detailed 
Victorian-era homes within the Julia-Ann Square Historic 
District, the state’s largest and oldest residential historic district.

Visit one of America’s finest and most complete historic mansions, 
filled with heirlooms collected by the five generations who called 
Henderson Hall their home. 

Learn how oil and gas fueled the industrial revolution at the 
nationally recognized Oil & Gas Museum.

With all this plus fantastic local shopping, dining and lodging 
options, make sure a historical getaway in Parkersburg, West 
Virginia is in your future. Plan your trip today!
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601 Front Street, 
under the Washington 

Street Bridge

740.373.7862

www.valleygemsternwheeler.com

The Valley Gem and Major Riviera  
are passenger vessels running on  
the Ohio and Muskingum Rivers.  
We offer Narrated Sightseeing Tours,  
Dinner Cruises, Special Events, Murder  
Mysteries, Musical Entertainment,  
Lock Tours, Holiday Events,  
Private Charters and more.

The Valley Gem is a genuine  
sternwheel passenger vessel carrying  
290 passengers. The Major Riviera is a  
passenger barge, passenger vessel combination  
unit working in tandem. The Major is a genuine sternwheeler 
and the Riviera is a passenger barge carrying up to 149 passengers. 

WWW.MOVMUSEUMS.ORG

Experience American History
Step into the stories that shaped our state and our nation.
Henderson Hall  the grand manor at the heart of a 2,600-acre 
plantation, built in 1836.     517 Old River Road, Williamstown

Oil & Gas Museum  a nationally-recognized collection showcasing 
the rise of the oil boom and industrial 
innovation.     119 Third Street, Parkersburg

Burning Springs and Cook House round 
out the quartet of museums that bring 
the Mid-Ohio Valley story to life.
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BLENNERHASSETTISLANDSTATEPARK.COM


